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Quiet Hour 


By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


ELP me shut out not only things that 

fret ; 
In these brief moments, Lord, I would forget 
The little joys distracting from Thyself — 
The book that waits, half-read upon my shelf, 
My dear ones’ faces —I would put away 
The hundred happy plannings for the day, 
My hillside with its violets in bloom. 
Here in the quiet of this upper room 
Shut me apart, contented and unlonely, 
Seeing and hearing naught ‘save Jesus 

only.’”’ 
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Vacation Blessings 


It is God’s will, from time to time, 
that we should turn aside from active 
work and take a rest. Vacations are a 
merciful and Scriptural provision for 
this, as is every night’s sleep, and days 
of freedom from working obligations the 
year round. A Christian man who works 
in a busy office wrote to a friend at a 
distance last summer: “The personnel 
of the office changes every week. On 
Friday nights we say good-by to those 
who are just leaving on vacation, very 
hot and very tired; and on Monday 
mornings we hear familiar voices and 
steps that we have missed for a couple 
of weeks, and we see sunburned faces 
from which breezes flowing over the sea 
and the meadows have smoothed away 
all traces of fatigue and care. The work 
is going nicely, and every one seems to 
be in good health.” Here is a present- 
day application, and a needed one, of 
our Lord’s invitation to his disciples to 
all believers, “Come ye yourselves apart 
... and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). But 
let us remember that our Lord said, 


“Come,” not “Go.” The w 
meant that he wanted his 
come with him, and stay with him, as 
they rested. Our needed vacations 
should never be a vacation from the 


fellowship of our Lord. 


a 
Our “ New Day” 


That we are living in a “new day” 
is beyond question— but what kind of 
“newness” is it? Men who know not 
God or Christ say it is the beginning of 
better things; men whose eyes have been 
opened spiritually through faith in 
Christ know that this “new day” is a 
‘new low” on the way to still lower 
depths. Dr. Howard A. Kelly, devoted 
Christian physician, sent a message five 
years ago to the Nurses’ Section of the 
International Christian Crusade, and his 
words are even more timely today than 
they were then. “Nothing seems more 
obvious today than that, suddenly and 
utterly unexpectedly, the entire world 
has come into a new phase of its exist- 
ence, from which there can be no re- 
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survive the wreckage of bygone gen- 
erations. The new age into which we 
have entered manifests two characters: 
conspicuously, significantly, that of a 
one-man power, presaging a latter-day 
fulfillment of Scripture (John 5:43), and 
the advent of growing, sharper lines of 
definition between those who accept and 
those who reject the Scriptures in any 
literal sense. Relative to this last mark, 
we are apparently approaching a day of 
unparalleled opportunities for faithful, 
Spirit-filled testimony.” The Scripture 
quoted by Dr. Kelly is our Lord’s word: 
“I am come in my Father’s name, and 
ye receive me not: if another shall come 
in his own name, him ye will receive.” 
The Lord was predicting the coming of 
the final World Emperor, for whose 
emergence governments and false relig- 
ions are now swiftly preparing mankind. 
There is only one way to overcome this 
power of Satan, as Dr. Kelly points out: 
“they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testi- 
mony” (Rev. 12:11). 
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A. Jewish a in China 


to early Jews settled in “the land 

of Sinim.” How early they emi- 
grated thither is not certain, but at 
least several centuries before Christ. 
They came to Western Szechwan, we 
are told, before the Chinese themselves. 
They ever looked on the Chinese as 
idolaters. 

They brought with them the mono- 
theist faith and Mosaic customs of Is- 
rael. After twenty centuries many of 
these survive. They make no represen- 
tation of Deity, but publicly worship 
him in sacred groves on mountain tops. 
In this grove is a sacrificial altar built 
of unhewn stones. They think of the 
Eternal as dwelling in the heavens, 
and their ascent to his altar as a natu- 
ral expression of their desire to meet 
him. A lamb without blemish is slain 
and its blood sprinkled. The ceremony 
of sacrifice is called “the paying of 
vows.” Their sacrifice is offered as a 
pleading for the remission of sin and 
as an acknowledgment of guilt. Therein 
they differ from the Chinese who sac- 
rifice to avert calamity and to obtain 
blessings. Mr. Torrance, who has 
worked among these people, after re- 
marking that the Chinese have no word 


Te Chiang-Min is the name given 





for holiness, says: ' “To make one’s es- 
cape from a heathen environment and 
to reside for'a time among the Chiang, 
is to live in an entirely different moral 
atmosphere. A pressure is taken off 
the soul.” 

The altar is a platform of earth faced 
with natural shaped stones. No hu- 
man shaping is permissible. Any cut- 
ting or polishing of the stones defiles 
them for use in the altar. 

“The Chiang think of Ged as spotless 
in his everlasting purity. Wrongdoing 
is abhorrent to him. He is “therefore 
the judge of all the earth. The sinner 
may not approach him before he is 
ceremonially cleansed. A sin-bearer is 
necessary to take the sinner’s place, 
and on it falls the divine judgment. 
When the blood has been shed and 
sprinkled, the way for prayer and sup- 
plication has been opened. Without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission, 
and apart from that the priests them- 
selves do not presume to pray.” 

More astonishing still, they assert 
that their sacrifices are only provisional 
and but the semblances of a supreme 
sacrifice to come. A divine person is 
to come from Heaven to be the great 
Sin-Bearer. When he appears the re- 
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ality of their sacrifices will be accom- 
plished. A roll of white paper in the 
form of an ancient book symbolizes 
this coming Sin-Bearer. It is the sym- 
bolic equivalent of the verse in the 
Fortieth Psalm, “Lo, I am come; in the 
roll of the book it is written of me” 


(R. V.). The divine Sin-Bearer bears 
the name of BaMalah, which is really 
the Hebrew Abba Malach, “Father- 
Angel,” the Angel or “messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in” of 
Malachi 3:1. 

The Rev. T. Torrance in “China’s First 
Missionaries”! gives further informa- 
tion concerning their sacrifice for sin: 
“The lamb must be perfect in every part 
and wholly white. It is washed and 
bathed in incense and then tethered in 
a clean place until required. A new 
and unused rope is used to lead it to 
the altar. This rope also must pass 
through the smoke of incense, and aft- 
erward may not be used for any profane 
purpose. Three days beforehand the 
worshipers cleanse their bodies, wash 
their clothes, and make themselves 
ready. If possible, all participating are 
clad in white. 

“Worshipers, vessels, utensils must 
be cleansed. A large cake of un- 
leavened bread and a jar of wine are 
placed beside the altar. The priest and 
elders now kneel and place their hands 
on the head of the victim. After this 
solemn act of the transference of their 
sin to the lamb, he recites an interces- 
sory prayer: “The bread and wine we 
have hrought to our God. O regard the 
slayer of the lamb and the priest as 
without sin and undo the sin of all 
present. We sprinkle the blood to 
atone for our iniquities. O God, accept 
our sacrifice.” The priest receives 
shoulder and skin after Levitical usage. 

It is astonishing that bands of these 
men have met to worship God in the 
stillness of midnight for over two thou- 
sand years in West China. 

Christian converts from the Chiang, 
men and women who have found the 
fulfillment of the types in which they 
have worshiped and lived for centuries, 
meet every winter with Mr. Torrance 
for Bible study. A faithful and favorite 
course of inquiry is how the Old Testa- 
ment survivals in Chiang worship have 
become realized in the New Testament. 
Since Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms speak of him, 
the Book of Hebrews has become their 
spiritual lexicon to interpret what they 
and their faith have so long conserved. 

Their religious and social customs are 
obviously inherited from Judaism and 
make this relationship clear. The 
Chiang have twelve white banners 
which represent the twelve sons of one 
man who was the ancestor of their 
own people. The name of the ancestor 
is forgotten, but not the fact of the 
twelve sons. They name their clans 
after animals in the manner of early 
Israel (Judah, a lion’s whelp; Issachar, 
a strong ass; Dan, a serpent; Naphtali, 
a hind let loose; Benjamin, a wolf). 
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The brother of a dead man is obligated 
to marry the dead brother’s wife after 
the prescription of Deuteronomy 25:5. 
In killing sacrifices no bone is broken. 
The Azazel practice (Lev. 16:8, 10, 26, 
R. V.) prevails among the Chiang. An 
animal devoted for recovery from sick- 
ness is not slain but driven into the 
wilderness and never reclaimed, no mat- 
ter how long it lives. On the way to 
burial two fowls accompany the bier. 
One is slain, one kept alive, a custom 
recalling the law for the cleansing and 
restoration of the leper in Leviticus 14: 
1-9. In the prophecy of Zechariah 3: 
8-10, where Joshua the high priest hears 
that Jehovah will bring forth his Serv- 
ant, the Branch, and lay the Stone before 
Joshua that the iniquity of the land may 
be removed in one day, we are puzzled 
to know what is meant. Not so the 
Chiang. The Branch and the Stone on 
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the housetop are well known to him, 
and the removal of iniquity in connec- 
tion with them is a periodical occurrence. 
The fact of these Chiang sacrifices at 
such an early date would seem, Mr. 
Torrance thinks, to make invalid the 
supposition of the negative criticism that 
the Levitical sacrifices belong to post- 
exilic times. “Further, the marvelous 
correspondence between the Chiang 
supreme conception of salvation as aris- 
ing from the vision of the glory of God, 
and the Hebrew conception that in the 
sanctuary Jehovah was their light and 
salvation, is too intimate to be regarded 
other than as one and the same. Both 
seek the reconciled face of God through 
the sprinkling of blood at the mercy-seat. 
The Chiang people were once very 
numerous in the province of Shensi also, 
but became scattered among the Chinese 
and eventually absorbed by them. 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








Does God Tempt Men? 


We find in James 1:13 that God tempt- 
eth no man, but in Jeremiah 35 that the 
Lord told him to set wine before the 
Rechabites to tempt them. Will you please 
explain this Scripture through the Truss. 
We think the Times the best, and true to 
Bible——A Wisconsin reader. 


God does tempt men. And God never 
tempts men. But the word “tempt” in 
those two sentences means two differ- 
ent things. When we are clear on the 
meanings of the various words in the 
Bible translated “tempt” it is not diffi- 
cult to get the answer to the Wisconsin 
reader’s question. 

The root meaning of the Hebrew and 
Greek words translated “tempt” in both 
the Old Testament and the New is to 
“prove, try, test.” It is the context, the 
meaning of the passage in which the 
word for “tempt” occurs, that shows us 
whether the word has a gocd or a bad 
meaning, —for it can have either. Pas- 
sages in which the various words mean- 
ing “try” or “test” occur may show that 
the word is used as meaning an entice- 
ment to sin, or it may mean just the 
opposite: a trial or test to prove that 
one will not sin. 

It is plain that God subjects men to 
tests, trials, proofs of various sorts dur- 
ing their entire lifetime. But God never 
entices men to sin; he never tries to get 
them to sin; such a thought is abhorrent, 
and utterly contrary to the person and 
character and righteousness of God. 
Satan does entice men to sin, doing 
everything in his power to cause them 
to sin. Therefore when God tests men, 
and when Satan tests men, the purpose 
of the tests is diametrically and eternally 
different. : 

The first use of the word in the Bible 
is in Genesis 22:1, when “God did tempt 
[test] Abraham,” by asking him to offer 
his only son Isaac as a sacrifice. We 
must be careful to note that God> never 
asked Abraham to kill Isaac, but only 
to offer him. It was a severe, tremen- 
dous test of Abraham’s faith in God: 





not an enticement for Abraham to sin, 
but a test to prove that Abraham would 
not sin. Abraham met the test, for in 
this as in other matters “Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted unto him 
for righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). It is in- 
teresting to note the word used in an- 
other New Testament comment on this 
incident as we read, “By faith Abraham, 
when he was TRIED, offered up Isaac” 
(Heb. 11:17). So God’s faith in Abra- 
ham was vindicated by Abraham’s faith 
in God. The “temptation,” or testing and 
trying and proving of Abraham’s faith, 
was gloriously met, without sin on the 
part of either God or Abraham — but it 
was a real temptation. 

In a recent Sunday school lesson (May 
21) we studied the incident of God’s 
testing the Rechabites somewhat as he 
had tested Abraham. The word “tempt” 
does not appear in the Bible record of 
this incident (Jer. 35), but the fact is 
there. God-directed his prophet Jere- 
miah to test the filial faith and obedience 


of the Rechabites to the command given. 


them by their ancestor to drink no wine, 
and the Rechabites met the test right- 
eously and triumphantly, as Abraham 
had done. God knew all the time that 
they would stand up, not break down, 
before the test, and he used this as a 
needed lesson to Judah to .condemn 
Judah for failing before their tests, while 
the Rechabites, who were not of Judah 
or Israel, shamed Judah by not failing 
before their test. 

In the case of both Abraham and the 
Rechabites, the test might have resulted 
in sin on the part of the persons tested. 
Yet it was not a divine temptation to sin 
in either case, but an invitation from 
God not to sin. So we read: “Let no 
man say when he is tempted [to sin], 
I am‘ tempted of God [to sin]: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil [to sin], 
neither tempteth he any man [to sin)” 
(Jas. 1:13). Just how are men tempted 
to sin? James explains: “But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed.” 
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while in the employ of the United 
States Government in Philadel- 
phia, read a story that had been pub- 
lished in THE Sunpay ScuHoot TIMEs 
(July 6, 1935), and which was later is- 


Ow day in 1937, Joseph J. Sacher, 


- sued as a pamphlet by the Miracle Book 


Club. The name of the story was “The 
Ruby in the City Dump,” and the author 
was Mrs. McClusky. Shortly after read- 
ing this heart-stirring story Mr. Sacher 
was asked to speak to a group of girls. 
He was led to use Mrs. McClusky’s story. 
Not long after he was asked to address 
another group. “The Ruby in the City 
Dump” had created such a profound im- 


pression on the first group of girls that 


Mr. Sacher decided to use another of 
Mrs. McClusky’s stories. This time he 
selected “The Red Lunch Box,” which 
had also appeared in the Trwes (March 
28, 1936). The results in both cases were 
so definite that Mr. Sacher began to read 
everything the Times had published by 
Mrs. McClusky. He also sent to the 
Times for literature giving information 
about the Miracle Book Clubs of which 
Mrs. McClusky was the founder. This 
literature told how to organize and con- 
duct a Miracle Book Club. 


How the Club Was Started 


In August, 1937, the Sacher family 
moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico. Mr. 
Sacher and his wife were at once im- 
pressed with the need of Christian work 
among the young people. They began to 
pray that the Lord would raise up some 
one qualified to organize and carry on 
the work of Bible instruction. It never 
occurred to either of them that the man 
upon whom God was about to lay his 
hand was Joseph Sacher. > 

Aubuquerque is a community of 
schools. Included in the list is the Indian 
Government School with about 1,500 in 
attendance, and the Menaul Presbyte- 
rian School with almost as many. On 
the heights overlooking the city is sit- 
uated the University of Mexico, with its 
great host of young men and women. 
Many girls from Roman Catholic fam- 
ilies attend the Harwood Private School 
for Girls. There are many Spanish fam- 
ilies dating back to the time of Coronado. 
In addition, there are many Mexicans 
and Americans. There is of course a 
strong Roman Catholic influence. 

Shortly after reaching Albuquerque 
Mr. Sacher was asked to undertake the 
rehabilitation of the young people’s de- 
partment of one of the local churches. 
After prayerfully considering various 
types of young people’s work, Mr. Sacher 
came to the conclusion that a work in- 
dependent of any local church would be 
more effective and far-reaching than the 
field offered by the church under con- 
sideration. Mr. Sacher’s mind flew back 
to the Miracle Book Clubs, about which 
he had read in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, and those stories by Mrs. Mc- 


What have watermelons to do with 
Christian work? Well, in this case 
they gave a lot of young folks a 
good deal of pleasure, and they 
helped to strengthen the faith of the 
Christian man who was leading 
them. But they played only a small 
role in the remarkable story of a 
new branch of the Miracle Book 
Club, which is doing such valuable 
work among high school and college 
students in many parts of the United 
States. By means of the many 
branches of the Club, thousands of 
attractively printed leaflets and 
Scripture portions have been dis- 
tributed among students, and many 
have been won to Christ. The Inter- 
national Director of the Miracle 
Book Club is Mrs. Evelyn M. Mc- 
Clusky, and the headquarters is at 
1423 Bissell Avenue, Richmond, 
Calif. 








Clusky. He was sure that the M. B. C. 
offered the type of program needed in 
Albuquerque. When he placed his con- 
clusions before the men who had ap- 


‘proached him on behalf of their church, 


they were not slow to see the force 
of Mr. Sacher’s argument, and agreed 
to co-operate to the extent of their 
ability. 

On Monday, April 4, 1938, the first 
meeting of the Miracle Book Club of 
Albuquerque was called to meet in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Sacher. They ex- 
pected not over a half dozen, but that 
night eighteen young people crowded 
into the small parlor of the Sacher home. 
The second meeting, held a week later, 
revealed the need of a larger home to 
accommodate the increased number. A 





The Whitwell Evangelistic Party, 
has keen greatly blessed of God to 
the conversion of many souls, and 
the bringing of many into full sur- 
render to the Lord. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cutler B. Whitwell are the speakers, 
Don M. Allen the pianist, who, a few 
years ago, was doing brilliant work 
for Hollywood dance orchestras, 
having memorized over 3,500 dance 
pieces. Then he was saved and 
went the whole way with the Lord, 
and since then he has memorized 
over 2,500 Gospel hymns and 
choruses. Mr. Whitwell is a gradu- 
ate of Columbia University, New 
York, having been a varsity crew 
and football man; Mrs. Whitwell 
graduated from Barnard College of 
Columbia University, and is a gifted 
Bible teacher. They are representa- 
tives of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour, and may be addressed at 51 
East Walnut Street, Pasadena, Calif. 











larger home was offered and, although 
there was no piano, so great was the en- 
thusiasm that the group sang and whis- 
tled the songs and Gospel choruses with- 
out musical accompaniment of any kind. 
The club studied Mrs. McClusky’s book 
“Supplied,” with Mr. Sacher as teacher. 
This unique, original, and fascinating 
type of Bible study held the attention of 
the most uninformed. In a few weeks 
the club had grown to a membership of 
eighty-three. 

In August a conference was held at 
the Y. W. C. A. camp in the beautiful 
Sandia Mountains. Eighty-three regis- 
tered and over .two hundred attended, 
including parents. Before the camp was 
five days old, every dollar of expense 
had been provided without solicitation. 
About this time an incident occurred 
that further convinced Mr. Sacher that 
God was leading the way. 


Mr. Sacher’s Predicament 


A friend of the club offered the use 
of her beautiful grounds surrounding her 
home for a “watermelon feed.” With- 
out stopping to think, Mr. Sacher ac- 
cepted. Then he realized what a water- 
melon “feed” would involve. It meant 
WATERMELONS! Where could he get 
the money to supply sufficient water- 
melons for the crowd that would attend? 
The problem had hardly taken shape be- 
fore it was solved. A farmer came to 
Mr. Sacher and said: 

“Mr. Sacher, I would like to supply 
you with the watermelons for your 
party.” 

“But, man, you do not realize how 
many will be needed, — you do not know 
what you are getting into.” 

“You tell me how many you need, and 
not only will I supply them, but I will 
keep them in cold storage over the week- 
end. There is, however, a slight catch 
in my offer. I need seeds for planting, 
and I will send you my very best melons 
if you will have the young people save 
the seeds.” 

And so it came about that over a half 
ton of fine, fifty-pound watermelons 
were supplied by the Lord’s loving 
hand. . ‘ 

However, a real problem was now fac- 
ing the M. B.C. No private home could 
longer care for the club. A suitable 
building must be provided. Prayer was 
offered at the club meetings. Mr. Sacher 
scoured town and country for a suitable 
building. Churches offered their build- 
ings, but Mr. Sacher was thinking of the 
Roman Catholic element which he 
wanted to reach, and he was sure that 
the Lord’s plan was an M. B. C. building. 
One day a man handed Mr. Sacher a $5 
bill, saying he wanted it to go toward a 
club building. Speaking only to God 
about the need, the club members were 


' thrilled when, two weeks after the first 


$5 came in, they were informd that there 
was in the bank $1,005. Inasmuch as 
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Robert Harkness was scheduled to appear 
before the club in ten days, haste was 
required in securing a building. Mr. 
Sacher had in mind one which could 
be bought for $350 and which would 
house the club at its present size. The 
day he decided to make the purchase he 
met a friend on the street who said: 

“Say, Sacher, where do you get this 
money for your club building?” 

“Well,” said Mr. Sacher, “you see, it 
is the Lord’s work. He knows we need 
the money and so he sends it in. Why, 
do you know that if the Lord wanted us 
to have a $2,000 building, he could send 
the money in before night?” 

As Mr. Sacher made his way home this 
last statement of his started him think- 
ing. “Is it right for me to use the Lord’s 
money to buy a building that in a short 
time may be too small?” As the thought 
grew he decided not to make the con- 
templated purchase, but wait on the 
Lord. Reaching home he sat down to 
lunch, and had taken one mouthful when 
the telephone rang. It was a business 
acquaintance, a friend of Mr. Sacher’s 
and the M. B. C. 

“Sacher, I am just passing through 
Albuquerque, and I must see you at once, 
—are you busy?” 

“wo,” 

“Well, hop in your car and meet me 
on the highway going south. I’ll drive 
you to the next town and we can talk 
and I’ll send you back on the:bus.” 

Returning to Albuquerque a half hour 
later, Mr. Sacher met the very man who 
a short hour before had questioned him 
about the source of the M. B. C. 
funds. 

“Since I saw you, the M. B. C. budget 
has grown from $1,005 to over $2,500.” 

Robert Harkness was due in eight days. 
At midnight Saturday the last board of 
the hardwood floor was laid. On Sunday 
afternoon Mr. Harkness conducted the 
first service in the new $2,500 clubhouse 
of the M. B. C., and the first harvest of 
souls was reaped. 

The present enrollment is over 200, 
with an average attendance of about 
100. 

Recently the Whitwell Party held two 
weeks of meetings in Aubuquerque un- 
der the direction of the M. B. C. The 
manner in which this party was directed 
is typical of how M. B. C. conducts its 
work of evangelism when = special 
speakers or groups are under M. B. C. 
direction. 

Mr. Sacher having exercised a wise 
Christian leadership in the community, 
M. B. C. has access to nearly every 
church and school in Albuquerque and 
the surrounding country. Instead of con- 
fining meetings of special speakers to 
M. B. C., they are sent to the many 
schools and churches. Many of these 
schools are in poor districts and seldom 
hear outside speakers except as M. B. C. 
makes it possible. During the two weeks 
that the Whitwell Party was in Albu- 
querque more than a dozen schools and 
churches of different denominations 
were ministered to, resulting in nearly 
250 decisions for Christ. Meetings for 
boys and girls were held each afternoon 
in the clubhouse. The opening meeting 
was crowded with over 400 boys and 
girls. Many of these were supplied with 
Gospels of John and some with Bibles. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


.As a result of this campaign M. B. C. 


distributed or promised to distribute 
nearly 175 Bibles to homes that had no 
Bible. At the Government Indian School 
89 hands were raised asking for Bibles. 
At the Harwood School for Girls over 
40 made decisions for Christ and, many 
of them Roman Catholics, were supplied 
with Bibles by M. B. C. At the coal 
mining town of Madrid a meeting was 
held in the dance hall. A Roman Cath- 
olic woman was the first to come for- 
ward and was followed by 61 others. 
Twenty-nine asked for Bibles, saying, 
“We have no Bible in our home.” 

Mr. Sacher spends five nights on the 
Santa Fe Railroad, where he is employed 
as railway post-office clerk. He then 
has nine days off, and those nine days 
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are devoted to M. B. C. It was during 
our recent campaign that we heard the 
story of how the Lord raised up Mr. 
Sacher and his wife to carry on the 
great work which M. B. C. is doing. As- 
sociated in the work is Miss Hazel 
Brown, who puts in hours every day 
without salary. She received her train- 
ing at the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles. As we heard Mr. Sacher’s story, 
and witnessed the work being done, we 
were filled with a desire to share the 
story with other readers of THE SUNDAY 
ScuHoot Times, which has had such a 
vital part in the inception of this won- 
derful testimony to God’s willingness to 
do “exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think.” 


Los ANGELES. 








Which one would you choose 
as your example ? 





Four Superintendents | Have Known 
By Eldridge B. Hatcher, D.D. 

















HE first was of a very aggressive 

type. His nose was long. His face 
showed a feeling of self-importance, and 
his tones bespoke his determination. No 
one, I judge, ever accused him of having 
an overdose of kindliness in manner or 
speech. He certainly did not accuse the 
Sunday school of a lack of wisdom in 
electing him as their superintendent. 
He accepted the position with a jump, 
and leaped into the official chair and 
took charge with a vim. Reorganization 
went forward with mammoth strides, 
and if there ever was such a thing as 
a Sunday school graded in every jot 
and tittle, and top, bottom, and center, 
it was that particular Sunday school. 
Six-point systems and eight-point sys- 
tems, record keeping and Bible-bringing 
and all the machineries of the depart- 
mentalized Sunday school, and all the 
mathematical accessories raged like a 
storm in that school, but the mechanism 
of it filled the air and the spiritualities 
were given the cold shoulder. Alas 
for that superintendent and also for the 
school ! 

- The second was of an entirely different 
stripe. He was rich and educated. He 
was a philanthropist, and a vital and in- 
fluential factor in his church, and an 
eminent citizen in his great city. But 
he was in no danger of getting on fire. 
He held himself in check. And when he 
walked onto the platform to open his 
Sunday school, no one dreaded any ex- 
plosion on his part. On the contrary, 
he was calm, and his voice was well 
modulated and kept to the lower tones. 
He said precisely the exact word in each 
sentence, and to my boyish eyes it al- 
most looked as if he was thinking, “Be- 
hold how self-composed and calm and 
well modulated I am.” 

I felt that if he would only catch fire 
occasionally, it would at least introduce 
some helpful variety. He seemed to 
forget that there were young. felks out 
there before him, as well as old folks. 
He, himself, was middle-aged, and such 
calmness there at the front did not min- 
ister to the patience and attention of us 


younger ones. A splendid Christian gen- 
tleman he was, but I felt he ought to 
put more life into the exercises. 

The third gives us another type, for 
he did catch fire. His Sunday school, 
a large one, was in the city where I 
was attending the theological seminary, 
and at my age and in my estimation he 
hit the target for me as a superintendent. 
He had a dash about him that appealed 
to me. I taught a class in his Sunday 
school, and I loved to watch him as he 
moved about and to listen to him as he 
spoke. There was a certain sacred snap 
about his speech that compelled atten- 
tion. He had a heart in him as well as 
a head on him, and seemed to draw peo- 
ple young and old toward himself. He 
had in him bouyancy, love, and hope. 
He seemed to believe mightily in his 
school and to have on his heart its up- 
building. He took his task seriously, but 
also enthusiastically. He dignified his 
position. He put his whole heart into his 
work and seemed also riotously to enjoy 
his work. 

The fourth was a young man. While 
he handled the situation effectively, yet 
he did not set the river afire by any 
great upbuilding of the school. We all 
felt fortunate in having him take up 
the work and give so much attention 
to it. The interrogation point that hung 
over his superintendency was as to the 
value of his somewhat protracted dis- 
courses before teachers and scholars on 
the Sunday school lesson each Sunday. 
Inasmuch as the class, in a few moments, 
were to assemble for the teaching of the 
lesson by the teacher, a question arose 
in my mind as to the general effect 
on the scholar of his giving his opinion 
about the lesson to such elongated ex- 
tent. He would bring out many of the 
chief points of the lesson, thereby an- 
ticipating a probable repetition of those 
same points. In other words, he stepped 
down from the position of superinten- 
dent to a position as teacher, and thereby 
did not seem to be making his superin- 
tendency fulfill its highest mission. 


Bryn Mawrpe, Pa. 
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Ninety-five per cent of the Irish 
Free State population is Roman 
Catholic and the Bible is taxed at the 
customs entrance to this Roman forti- 
fication. But there is a Hibernian Bible 


A VENERABLE Bible _ Society.— 


. Society which still holds up the flag 


of Christ. This was founded by the Rev. 
Robert Shaw in 1806. Mr. Shaw was 
an evangelical Episcopalian in Kilkenny 
who, when he took a holiday for his 
health, would drive about England with 
horse and dog-cart, begging Bibles. 
When he had filled his cart he brought 
his collection home and distributed the 
Bibles among local post offices in two 
counties of Southern Ireland, with a 
written notice in the window that they 
were for sale at cheap prices. This 
was done many, times. 

In 1802, walking in a London street, he 
noticed a placard, inviting friends of 
the Bible to a meeting “to consider the 
propriety of forming a Society for the 
Distribution of the Scriptures.” This 
was the famous meeting where the story 
of Mary Jones, the Welsh friend of the 
Bible, was first told, and was followed 
by the founding of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society in 1804. Going back 
to Ireland, Shaw roused Irish Christians 
to the organization in 1806 of the Hiber- 
nian Bible Society. 

The first meeting in Dublin drew only 
enough people to fill a whole pew, but 
the plant was of God’s planting and 
subsequently flourished. A consider- 
able work now goes on in distributing 
Scripture in Ireland itself. Beside this, 
the Society has two colporteurs with 
motor van working in Morocco, Algiers, 
and Tunis, and in addition eighteen col- 
porteurs and Bible women selling Scrip- 
ture in other foreign fields. 


Reformation Stirrings of Today.— 
There are forty organized Mexican Pres- 
byterian churches in Texas with Mexican 
pastors. The work is growing by leaps 
and bounds. 

Portuguese Christians of Taunton, 
Mass., led by Manuel Avila, have organ- 
ized an independent Baptist Church. 

“Michael Walsh, Irish evangelist of 
Brooklyn,” has been preaching in Syra- 
cuse and “brought a strong Biblical mes- 
sage.” 

The Hibernian Bible Society has just 
issued a new edition of the four Gospels 
and the Acts in modern Irish. It is 
hoped that the entire New Testament 
will soon be ready. ji 

Dr. G. V. Zebrikow, in an interview in 
Svenska Morgenbladet, says of the Rus- 
sian Church: “It has lost its cathedrals 
and its treasures. What its future may 
be we do hot know. We only know that 
the Russian Church has need of a Luther 
and a Reformation. We know that when 
this Reformation comes it will carry the 
entire Russian people with it. There 
is still a great white page in the his- 


tory of the Russian Church for writing, 
and multitudes of Russians are waiting 
TOY is." 


Evangelistic Notes——More than 500,000 
copies of the Gospel of John have been 
sent to American Colleges by the stu- 
dents of Wheaton. Entire student bodies 
at Harvard, Yale, Brown, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, * Pennsylvania, Minnesota, and 
California have received copies during 
the last few years. 

Mr. Fuller of the Railway Men’s Mis- 
sion reports railroad shops visited at 
noon and meetings held in Canada at 
Vancouver, Port Mann, Kamloope, Jas- 
per, Edmonton, Mirror, Calgary, Kinder- 
sley, Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, Regina, 
Winnipeg, Sioux Lookout, Horrepayne, 
Capreol, and Parry Sound. Permission 
to preach on railway property, to ride 
freights, and a dozen minor conveniences 
have been freely given. Here is an in- 
cident: 

“Two brakemen in a caboose were 
awaiting their train. As we essayed to 
go, one said: ‘This man could answer 
your question. Where do we go after 
death?’ We told them, ‘The lost to await 
judgment and the saved into the pres- 
ence of the Saviour.’ Then followed, in 
all seriousness, this, ‘How are men 
saved?’” 


The largest shoe factory in the Philip- 
pines is owned by a Christian, T. Teo- 
doro. The Philippine Presbyterian says 
of him: 

“Through the reading of a Bible, given 
him by a missionary, he became an 
evangelical Christian. Today he has a 
factory employing more than five hun- 
dred workers, and turning out twelve 
to fifteen hundred pairs of shoes a day. 
He provides for his employees low-rent 
living quarters, a low-priced restaurant, 
complete medical care, physical exami- 
nation and clinical service, rest and rec- 
reation facilities. His factory is a model 
for light and air. 

“Mr. Teodoro took us into the meeting 
room adjoining his office where each 
morning his twenty-one foremen meet 
with him to start the day. They begin 
by repeating together Psalm 19:14, ‘Let 
the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my re- 
deemer.’ Then, after a period of silent 
meditation, they discuss the day’s work, 
closing their meeting with the Lord’s 
Prayer. At one corner of this room is 
a door which opens on a steep and nar- 
row winding staircase which leads to a 
prayer room. It is a long room with 
a prayer rail, a picture of Christ at Geth- 
semane, and Scripture verses in Tagalog. 
No one is invited into this room who 
cannot also be invited to pray, and shoes 
are left behind at the foot of the stairs. 
We shall not soon forget our fellowship 
with this humble Christian man in his 


fine modern factory, where he is try- 
ing to put into activity both the teach- 
ings and the spirit of Jesus Christ.” 


Claus Harms was the man who awoke 
the German Lutheran Church out of 
its sleep of rationalism one hundred and 
twenty years ago by the publication of 
theses modeled on those of~ Luther 
against Romanism. When he described 
the deadly injuries which the early mod- 
ernism had done to the Church he added: 
“This has happened because there was 
no watch in the Church.” He also added, 
what should be taken to heart by those 
who deprecate the unvarnished truth 
told with energy and love: 

“Nothing is more wrathful than love 
when it sees what it loves in danger.” 

Of the Age of Reason he said: “Rea- 
son stands not at all in the way if one 
does not oneself put it in the way. On 
the contrary, it directs and drives into 
the way.” 

Yet he continues: “Reason has for 
poor sinners no comfort, nor does it 
offer any. How many have begged from 
her their life long and got as their only 
answer, ‘No! No! Go to the next door.’ 

“Where there is no revelation there is 
no Christianity. In the Christian faith 
is something which eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, which hath not come from 
the heart of man, but hath been revealed 
by God’s Spirit. Here are the facts: 

“When the time was fulfilled God sent 
his Son. Can that be historically im- 
agined? 

“Here are thoughts of peace: God so 
loved the world . . . that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should have eternal life. 
Can that be logically devised by philos- 
ophy? 

“Here is a work ordained and a mes- 
sage taught which reconciles us to God 
and shows us how God’s enemies be- 
come his friends, the servants of sin 
his children. Can such things be plucked 
from trees or drawn out of one’s finger 
ends?” 


A Chinese Bible Training Institute has 
been established by a pastor of the China 
Inland Mission in Shansi. On a site near 
a river bank two acres of land.are en- 
closed with mud walls. Within are rows 
of rooms, ten feet square. These simply 
furnished rooms are the homes of the 
workers. There is a dining room which 
also serves as chapel, a library, and a 
classroom. 

For six months in the year the prem- 
ises are empty, the team having scat- 
tered in twos and threes, going every- 
where preaching the Word. Then for five 
months, when the farmers all about are 
too busy to listen, this place becomes 
a little Bethel, a gate of Heaven. The 
twenty or thirty young men and women 
have but one aim, — “I count all things 
but loss... that I may know him.” The 
pastor who leads is deeply taught in the 
things of God, and when he expounds 
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the Word there is a feast of good things 
to nourish the Christian life. Since 1937 
war and devastation have come to 
Shansi, but the Team’s motto is, “Re- 
deeming the time, because the days are 
evil.” The requirements of membership 
in the Band are: 

1. A clear experience of conversion. 

2. A definite call to preach the Gospel. 
Preaching is not a means of earning one’s 
living. 

3. Willingness to live by faith. 


4. Willingness to receive the admonition 
of fellow workers and to serve the Lord 
with patience and diligence. 


5. Willingness to live a frugal life. 

6. An earnest desire for the infilling of the 
Holy Spirit. 

A circular issued by the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, Chicago, (843 N. 
Wells St.) would warm the heart of 
D. L. Moody quite as much as the re- 
cent celebrations of his birth. It reads 
in part: 

“Ten thousand school teachers are 
ready to use the Scripture daily. By 
quick action a million children can be 
evangelized this school year.” 

It reports the results of the distribu- 
tion of Scripture among the rural schools 
in the South and West. The greatest 
freedom is found in the one-room coun- 
try schools, but these are being central- 
ized rapidly and put under superintend- 
ents who do not want the Bible. 

From South Carolina comes this: “The 
use of your books and the four Gospels 
and prayer was the means of bringing 
fifteen sixth grade children to Christ.” 

From a South Dakota school: “I re- 
ceived the Testaments. They are doing 
double duty, being read by parents as 
well as by children. These people need 
encouragement. They are fifty-five 
miles from the railroad and ten from a 
post office.” 

From Montana: “My pupils have be- 
come enthusiastic over the little Treas- 
ury books they are earning. I myself 
had been an unbeliever for twenty-four 
years. Now we talk about Jesus at re- 
cess time. Being a Christian has helped 
me with my pupils, helped me to for- 
give them for their misdemeanors.” 

From an Arkansas school: “Two fine 
girls have Christ as a result of this study 
and I think others will.” 

From Fluvanna, Tex.: “All the chil- 
dren were anxious to earn the Pocket 
Treasuries and Testaments. When I said 
they would be given credit toward their 
required reading, and that the memory 
work would count twenty-five lines of the 
required one hundred for the year, they 
learned all the verses in a week’s time.” 

From Ulysses, Ky.: “When my school 
received your literature I was teaching 
at L. Preaching services only once a 
month and few attending. Now every 
Sunday and large crowds, prayer meeting 
each week, and large Sunday school. 
Many believe this literature the biggest 
help in Christian advancement in this 
community.” 


From the New Palestine.—A sidelight 
on the charm of the civilization which the 
Jews are building up in Palestine comes 
from the pen of a Jewish woman in the 
Palestine Review. She tells us that the 
school buildings of Tel Aviv increase 
yearly in number and greatly enhance 
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the attractiveness of the city. They stand 
in spacious grounds, with ample room 
for play. There are flower and vegetable 
gardens which the children tend; also a 
model kitchen where both girls and boys 
are taught to prepare and cook their 
midday meals. The classrooms are large 
and airy, each leading out on to an open 
terrace. 

The Mizrahi Girls’ Hostel, attached to 
this school system, within and without, 
and in every detail, is a pleasure to the 
eye. It is built round a sunken garden, 
partly a rose garden, partly lawn, and 
partly “crazy-paving,” with a rockery 
all around. Each room has its own color 
scheme, very simply but exquisitely exe- 
cuted in Tozeret Haaretz hangings and 





William Borden’s 


Influence 








The Borden Memorial Hospital 
was founded by William Borden for 
the China Inland Mission in Kansu, 
China. China’s Millions says that, 
at onetime, it was crowded with 
wounded and sick prisoners of a de- 
feated Communist army. Nearly a 
dozen Communists stayed on in the 
hospital after being cured, giving 
service of one or another sort. Most 
of these have professed Christ, and 
one leads in morning worship once 
a week. He is the hospital tailor, 
who left a profitable position with 
an official for smaller wages in the 
hospital, for the sake of Christian 
fellowship. These Communists 
were so wretched on their arrival 
that even lepers shuddered to look 
on them, but with loving care they 
soon improved. 


There is a leper section in which 
Tibetan lepers are treated. A cured 
leper, an ex-priest of good standing, 
now gloriously saved, is responsible 
for the care of this hospital wing, 
Some ninety lepers were treated last 
year. Most of them become Chris- 
tians. It is given to few placesaround 
the Tibetan border to witness a regu- 
Jar Communion service, but here 
Tibetans have their own Lord’s 
Supper. 


And it is reported elsewhere that 
several Tibetan lepers have entered 











Tibet to undertake evangelistic 
work. 
furniture. The lower floor consists of 


workrooms, dining room, laundry, and 
kitchens,—all opening out on to the 
gardens. 

It is intended to house and train some 
fifty to one hundred girls in domestic 
work, gardening, dressmaking, and the 
like. These are to arrive shortly from 
the persecuted areas of Central Europe, 
and “it will be a great joy and satisfac- 
tion to the Mizrahi Women’s Organiza- 
tion to welcome these wanderers in such 
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beautiful surroundings, to try to help 
them forget their bitter experiences, and 
to prepare them for a happier life in 
Eretz Israel.” 


A Jesuit on Reunion.—Interesting ob- 
servations are made on Methodist reunion 
by representatives of various churches. 
Dr. Maurer of the Congregationalist 
Council says, “It will mark the begin- 
ning of a new era for American Chris- 
tianity.” Bishop Tucker of the Episcopal 
Church thinks advances toward unity, 
now under way in various Christian 
communities here and abroad, “gives 
promise that one day a united church 
shall exercise a power that must be 
recognized.” Mr. Cummins, speaking 
for Universalists, quotes Marcus Aure- 
lius, “We are made for togetherness.” 
(When Marcus Aurelius got the Chris- 
tians of Lyons and Vienna together he 
massacred them !) 

It is worth noting that this tendency 
is pleasing to the Jesuits. In Etudes, 
their French organ (Feb., 1939), is an 
article by M. Rouquette on the union of 
the Evangelical and Unitarian wings of 
French Protestantism. He expresses his 
reserves as to the methods used to effect 
union;. they seemed to him, the Jesuit, 
highly questionable. Of the “verbal 
acrobacy used by the commission” which 
arranged the union, he says: “The Re- 
formed Church of 1938 expressly re- 
nounced doctrinal unity, and when it 
pretends to establish, not a common doc- 
trine, but a ‘doctrinal basis, accepted 
by all,’ the outside observer is tempted 
to affirm that it has simply adopted a 
rather empty formula, whose real merit 
is that it permits an indispensable ad- 
ministrative unity.” 

This unity, not of faith, but of organ- 
ization, seems to M. Rouquette a gratify- 
ing advance of the Catholic idea of the 
visibility of the church. “We ought to 
be happy that our separated brethren 
commence to recover the sense of the 
Church. It is our duty to accept the 
least indication that shows, among our 
separated brethren, a homesickness for 
Christian unity.” Then he goes on to 
expound the Catholic doctrine of the 
indispensability of the visible church as 
guardian and interpreter of Scripture. 

Certainly we should go slow -in these 
directions. That which pleases the Jesuit 
on the one hand and the Unitarian-Mod- 
ernist on the other, opening to the lat- 
ter new fields for theological manipu- 
lation, should be sharply examined be- 
fore being allowed to pass. 


Jesuit Teaching of Today.—The Cate- 
chism of Pére Picotin, published by 
Guirodet of Paris in 1929 and bearing 
the churchly approbation of Pére Ignace 
Foubiget, S. J., asks the children: 

“Were it not then of great importance, 
dear child, that the holy inquisition be 
again restored for the salvation of souls? 

“Yes, that is the end for which all the 
faithful must strive. 

“What are the counsels of the Fathers 
in this matter? 

“We must root them out with death, 
kill them, burn them, tear them in pieces, 
break them on wheels, and crush them” 
(p. 128ff). . 

Antonia Oldra, S. J., or Turin, an Ital- 
ian Jesuit, has this to say (1927): 

“When the Church has exhausted all 
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springs of Christian patience, there re- 
mains nothing left, if it and its members 
are to be protected and heresy against 
the obedience of the Church in the mat- 
ter of teaching and true interpretation 
to be suppressed, — than to resort to the 
extremities of death punishment. Think 
of the heresies of the Waldenses, the Al- 
bigenses, the Lutherans, and all those 
Vandals who are greedy for Christian 
blood. Remember that one heretic is 
worse than the greatest criminal, and 
your conscience will no longer be trou- 
bled by the thought of a necessary 
death-punishment in order to remove all 
the evil germs of that moral and material 


_ infection.” 


The Waldensians, mentioned by Father 
Oldra as “greedy for Christian blood,” 
are rather an élite people. They hold 
high positions in Italian life as judges, 
university professors, physicians, teach- 
ers, government Officials, officers in army 
and navy, bankers, manufacturers, and 
business men. The royal house of Savoy 
has long engaged nurses, tutors, and 
governesses from among them, because 
of their character. There is a widespread 
belief, even in the strictest Catholic 
households of Italy, in the faithfulness 
and reliability of employees from Torre 
Pelice and neighboring parishes. There 
are seventeen churches with a communi- 
cant membership of 13,000 in the moun- 
tain valleys alone. 

These are they who have come out 
of great tribulation. Here are some of 
the dates in their church history: 

1380—Burning of the pastors Galosna and 
Martino. 


1487—Crusade against them under Inno- 
cent VIII and the Inquisitor Cattaneo: Reign 
of terror in the Valleys. 


1528—Massacre of Provenza under the In- 
quisitor Domenico di Roma. 


’ 1545—Edict of Francis I: Massacre of in- 
numerable Waldensians. 


1558—Martyrdom of Martino Gonin, 
Stefano Bruno, Nicola Sartorio, Giofreddo 
Varaglia. 


1560—Destruction of the Calabrian Pied- 
montese. 


1655—Massacre of 2,000 Waldensians. 


1658—Duke Vittorio Amedeo isgues edict 
of suppression: 12,000 imprisoned, many ex- 
iled, churches destroyed. 


1713—Expulsion of Waldensians from Val 
Pragelato. 


1851—New persecutions in the Grand 
Duchy of Tuscany. 


June 24, 1929—The State gave an author- 
ized standing to the Waldensian Church. 

Chinese Country Christians.—Dr. Price 
of Nanking describes native worship in 
the Chinese countryside churches. Chi- 
nese melodies are set to Christian words. 
“IT think of the line in one hymn, ‘He is 
the spring-wind: let him blow.’ And 


‘an old ballad tune which Christians sing 


to the words: “Wearing our straw hats 
and carrying our hoes, we go to our 
fields, praising the Lord.’ In Shantung 
and other provinces village Christians 
are singing whole sections and chapters 
of the Bible to old tunes that have come 
down through the centuries. To hear 
the Twenty-third Psalm thus chanted by 
a country congregation is to be moved 
to tears.” 


Spanish Protestants in New York.— 
There is a delightful Spanish Evangelical 
Church at 141 W. 115th Street, New York 
City. The interior is large and stately, 
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and it is usually packed with Spanish- 
speaking people. The blue-green glass 
of the windows is very attractive; even 
more so the testimony of Christian 
women with their open Bibles in the 
Bible class. The competent organist is 
a native of Corsica, co-islander of Na- 
poleon the First. 

Dr. Juan Orts Gonzales has been pastor 
here since 1919, save for three recent 
years spent in evangelizing all about 
Spain. He was originally a Franciscan 
friar and secretary to the head of the 
order in Spain. As his superior was 
somewhat deaf, he was called into all 
kinds of confidential conferences among 
the higher clergy, both of Spain and in 





Amon 
Chilean Troops 





William M. Strong, Director of 
the Soldiers and Gospel Mission of 
South America, writes : 

““When preaching to a regiment 
in Calama near the Bolivian frontier, 
we were able to have a meeting in 
the hall of the largest copper mine 
in the world, where two thousand 
school children were gathered. The 
Mine Band played three numbers 
for the children, and we used our 
Gospel Graphics on a huge black- 
board to make the way of salvation 
plain. In the same mine we met 
Mr. Meloslavin, a commander of a 
Russian warship during the Great 
War, and converted through the 
ministry of Mr. Miller, a fellow en- 
gineer. These two men are doing 
a fine work with a Sunday school 
for the English-speaking children, 
and would welcome Christian liter- 
ature (S. A. Meloslavin, Chuquica- 
mata, Chile).” At Iniqui Mr. Strong 
met a Jewish cavalry captain greatly 
interested in the Gospel, and spoke 
to the English College, which is 
attended by upper-class Chilean 
children. To these he distributed 
an admirable catechism of the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, “ Questions of 
Great Importance.” 

At Antofagasta the commander of 
the infantry regiment attended meet- 
ings and supported all that was said, 
declaring that without faith in God 
morality was an impossible thing. 

So Mr. Strong goes from regiment 
to regiment and always receives a 
hearing. 











Rome. He was also confessor to many 
high clerics, and was struck by the fact 
that both they, and many devout Cath- 
olics who came to him to confess, had 
no assurance that they were not eter- 
nally lost. He told me of some whose 
spiritual anxieties drove them insane. 
He also became convinced that the 
claim of papal infallibility was histori- 
cally untrue. Thus Pope Nicholas V had 
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told the Franciscans that they must 
make real their vow of poverty by turn- 
ing over all their possessions to him, 
living themselves on the interest. But 
Pope John XXII canceled this as a false 
argument. Use and ownership belonged 
together! So on this moral question 
there was flat contradiction. 

In his restlessness he came to America 
to consult with Archbishop Ireland and 
Cardinal Gibbons, supposed to be en- 
lightened Catholics. They gave him no 
help. Finally he parted from Rome and 
entered the Presbyterian theological 
seminary in Richmond. 

His New York church has a thousand 
members, all former Roman Catholics. 
He has also a young people’s church 
within the Spanish church, largely man- 
aged by the young people, and with their 
own services in English. This solves 
the problem of Americanization. Instead 
of being lost by their change of speech 
they are held to their mother church. 

Spanish Catholics in New York tell 
Dr. Gonzales that they are through with 
Rome. 


Italian Anti-Semitism—The Ascoli 
family has long been distinguished in 
Italian society, Admiral Ascoli having 
been commander-in-chief of the Italian 
squadron in the Balearic Islands during 
the Spanish war. Professor Ascoli, the 
founder of some thirty sanitoria in Italy, 
has been obliged to suspend his work. 
Colonel Ascoli, another of the same fam- 
ily, was ordered into retirement as a 
Jew. “He was, nevertheless,” says The 
English Churchman, “allowed to make 
a farewell speech to his regiment. At 
the close he asked the soldiers always 
to be ready to die for their country 
as he would have been. Then covering 
his face with the regimental flag he drew 
his revolver and shot himself dead.” 


Brief Notes—Many of the largest 
stores in Hongkong are owned by Chi- 
nese Christians who make a practice of 
having members of Bible classes for their 
assistants. 


Mr. Anderson of the American Presby- 
terian Mission in Cameroun reports in 
The Missionary Review of the World a 
wonderful year of evangelism. Over 
26,000 have been enrolled as beginners 
in “the Tribe of God.” Miracles and ex- 
traordinary conversions were of daily 
occurrence. 


The Society of Friends declines to 
take action regarding the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. “Any scheme of union 
predicated upon creeds, orders, and sac- 
raments would be to deny our historic 
tradition of individual liberty of 
thought.” 


The yellow tag, badge of sufferance in 
Germany, has been adopted as the token 
for raising popular subscriptions by the 
German-Jewish Fund in Palestine. 


President Vargas of Brazil, though a 
nominal Catholic, has a son with the 
name of Luther. 


It seems to be a custom in present-day 
Palestine for workmen on a building to 
hold a little luncheon, with speeches, 
when the roof is on, and the watchword 
used on the occasion is, “May the build- 
ing last till Messiah come.” 
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LESSON 4. JULY 23. ASA: A LIFE OF TRUST 


International Uniform Lesscn.—2 Chronicles 14 and 16; printed text, 2 Chronicles 14: 2-12 
Golden Text.—Help us, O Lord our God, for we rest on thee.—2 Chron. 14: 11 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 2 Chronicles 14:2-12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


2 Chron. 14:2 And Asa did that which was good and right in 
the eyes of the Lorp his God: 

3 For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the 
high places, and brake down the images, and cut down the 
groves: 

4 And commanded Judah to seek the Lorp God of their fathers, 
and to do the law and the commandment. 

5 Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high 
places and the images: and the kingdom was quiet before him. 

6 And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, 
and he had no war in those years; because the Lorp had given 
him rest. 

7 Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and 
make about them walls and towers, gates and bars, while the 
land is yet before us; because we have sought the Lorp our God, 
we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. 
So they built and prospered. 

8 And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, 
out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that 
bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thou- 
sand: all these were mighty men of valour. 

9 And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with a 
host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and 
came unto Mareshah. 

10 Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in 
‘array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 

11 And Asa cried unto the Lorp his God, and said, Lorp, it is 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


2 Chron. 14:2 And Asa did that which was good and right in 
the eyes of Jehovah his God: 3 for he took away the foreign 
altars, and the high places, and brake down the ‘pillars, and 
hewed down the Asherim, 4 and commanded Judah to seek Jeho- 
vah, the God of their fathers, and to do the law and the com- 
mandment. 5 Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah 
the high places and the sun-images: and the kingdom was quiet 
before him. 6 And he built fortified cities in Judah; for the 
land was quiet, and he had no war in those years, because Jeho- 
vah had given him rest. 7 For he said unto Judah, Let us build 
these cities, and make about them walls, and towers, gates, and 
bars; the land is yet before us, because we have sought Jehovah 
our God; we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on 
every side. So they built and prospered. 8 And Asa had an 
army that bare bucklers and spears, out of Judah three hun- 
dred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew 
bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty 
men of valor. 

9 And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with 
an army of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; 
and he came unto Mareshah. 10 Then Asa went out to meet him, 
and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at 
Mareshah. 11 And Asa cried unto Jehovah his God, and said, 
Jehovah, “there is none *besides thee to help, between the 
mighty and him that hath no strength: help us, O Jehovah our 
God; for we rely on thee, and in thy name are we come against 
this multitude. O Jehovah, thou art our God; let not man prevail 
against thee. 12 So Jehovah smote the Ethiopians before Asa, 
and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 








that have no power: help us, O Lorp our God; for we rest on 
thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. 
thou art our God; -let not man prevail against thee. 

12 So the Lorp smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before 


Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE designation, “A Life of Trust,” 
can only be rightly applied to the 
earlier years of King Asa’s reign. 
Scripture speaks of his acts “first and 
last” (2 Chron. 16:11). The “first” were 
indeed acts of faith and obedience, but 
unhappily there were some things among 
his “last” ways which were quite incon- 
sistent and may ‘serve as a warning to 
us all, not to depend on early experi- 
ences, but to seek to walk with God as 
carefully in old age as in youth and 
mature manhood. 

In the main, Asa’s life was one that 
honored God and consequently was 
characterized by many marks of the 
divine favor. He was the son of Abijam 
and the grandson of Rehoboam. It is 
evident that he had little help from his 
parents. Of Abijam, his father, it is 
recorded that “his heart was not perfect 
with the Lord his God, as the heart of 
David his father.” His “mother” Maacah, 
the daughter of Abishalom, was really 
his grandmother (see 1 Kings 15:2). 
Possibly, his own mother had died when 
he was but a child, or perhaps, as Eder- 
sheim suggests, he had been brought up 
under the care of the high priest and 
so was well instructed in the ways of 
the Lord. He was but a lad of tender 
years when his ungodly father died, and 
during his minority Maacah, a wicked 


O Lorp, 


1Or, obelisks. *Or, there is no difference with thee to help, 
whether the mighty or him, «c. *Or, like. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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idolatress, held the reigns of power, 
probably as queen-regent. 

But when the young king was in a 
position to exercise authority for him- 
self, he sought to destroy idolatry out 
of the land and even removed his grand- 
mother from her place of power, be- 
cause of her devotion to Astarte (1 Kings 
15:13). The “grove” was sacred to the 
vile Phoenician goddess mentioned. 


The Historical Setting 


The death of Abijam occurred in 955 
B. C., when he was succeeded by Asa, 
his son, who reigned forty-one years, 
dying in 914 B. C. Jeroboam was still 
on the throne of Israel, during the first 
year of Asa’s reign, and was succeeded 
by six other kings, who in turn reigned 
over the northern kingdom, namely, 
Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and 
Ahab, during Asa’s long reign over 
Judah. They were troublous years for 
Israel, but comparatively peaceful for 
Judah under Asa’s wise administration. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Chron. 14:2.—“‘Asa did that which 
was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord.” This accounts for the fact that 
during the first ten years of his reign 
“the land was quiet” (v. 1). It was the 
divine blessing resting on the efforts of 
the young king. 

Verse 3.—“‘He took away the altars 
of the strange gods.” Asa set himself 
resolutely to root out idolatry, icono- 
clasm was in accordance with the law of 
God (Deut. 12:2, 3). 


Verse 4—“Commanded Judah to seek 
the Lord ... and to do the law.” Not 
content with a negative program, Asa 
headed up a movement to call the people 
back to the path of obedience to the God 
of their fathers and to honor his holy 
law. 


Verse 5.—“The kingdom was quiet be- 
fore him.” Isaiah tells us that “the ef- 
fect of righteousness [shall be] quiet- 
ness” (Isa. 32:17). Though living in an 
earlier day, Asa proved this to be true. 
His reformation was owned of God in 
a signal way. While the northern king- 
dom was torn with strife, that of the 
south was enjoying a divinely given rest 
and cessation from either internecine 
conflict or aggressive warfare from with- 
out. 


Verse 6—“No war in those years.” 
“Happy the nation that has no history.” 
The quiet years were used to build up 
defenses against possible attack by 
neighboring nations in the future. Note 
that the blessings enjoyed are declared 
definitely to be of the Lord, who thus 
honored his faithful servant. 


Verse 7.—“They built and prospered.” 
Asa was no sluggard. He did not allow 
himself to dwell in a fool’s paradise. 
He knew the dangers to which his land 
and people might yet be exposed, so he 
put on and carried out a constructive 
program of preparedness, that no crafty 
and cruel foe might find Judah defense- 
less in coming days. 


Verse 8.—“An army of ... mighty 
men of valour.” Brave himself, he built 
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up an army out of Judah and Benjamin of 
nearly 600,000, all of whom, we are told, 
were strong, valorous soldiers. Yet in 
after years he relied on Assyria for help 
and was angry with the prophet Hanani, 
who rebuked him for this (2 Chron. 16: 
1-10). 


Verse 9.—“Zerah the Ethiopian.” The 
test came when the ten years of quiet 
were brought to a sudden close by a 
vast Ethiopian horde of over a million 
armed men, who sought to subdue the 
land. 


Verse 10.—‘Asa went out against him.” 
Though his army was very much inferior 
numerically, Asa went out against Zerah 
and his great host, counting on God for 
victory over them. 


Verse 11.—“In thy name we go against 
this multitude.” Asa’s prayer is soul- 
stirring and indicates strong faith and 
high spirituality. He put God between 
him and the enemy. It was a case of 
divine power versus human assumption, 
the might of Jehovah against mere brute 
strength and artfulness. 


Verse 12.—‘The Lord smote ... the 
Ethiopians fled.” The result might read- 
ily have been foreseen. The Lord of 
hosts fought for his people and the 
savage and haughty foe was driven from 
the field in a defeat that was final and 
complete, as the following verses indi- 
cate. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Asa’s own words, “It is nothing with 
thee to help, whether with many” or 
with few (v. 11), give us the real heart 
of the lesson. God’s power is omnipo- 
tent and he is prepared to back-up the 
man of faith, no matter how difficult 
the circumstances that he may have to 
face. We today are not called to battle 
with flesh and blood, using carnal 
weapons, but our conflict is with Satanic 
hosts, who would seek to rob us of the 
enjoyment of our inheritance in Christ 
(Eph. 6:12). But, for faith, the Devil 
is already a defeated foe (Heb. 2:14). 
As we meet the enemy in the power of 
the cross, victory is sure (Gal. 6:14). 
He who wrought for Asa will undertake 
for us as we rely upon his faithfulness 
and walk in obedience to his Word. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Why Idolatry Is So Hateful to God. 
God would have his people absolutely 
dependent upon, and in living touch with 
himself. Every form of image-worship 
puts something between the soul of man 
and the Lord himself. So-called holy 
pictures and other symbols readily be- 
come a snare to those who reverence 
them. They imply the necessity of some 
kind of intermediary in order to bring 
man into touch with God. This is a 
great loss. He speaks directly to the 
heart of the repentant soul through his 
revealed Word, given in the power of 
his Holy Spirit. Idolatry destroys the 
sense of this and occupies man with 
material things instead of with spiritual 
realities. 


The Message of Azariah. In the fif- 
teenth chapter of 2 Chronicles, verses 1 
to 7, we have the encouraging words 
spoken by the prophet Azariah, the son 
of Oded, to King Asa after the Ethiopian 
defeat. His address contains one sen- 
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4, July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 
2 Chronicles 14 and 16 
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11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
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tence of paramount importance: “The 
Lord is with you, while ye be with him; 
and if ye seek him, he will be found 
of you; but if ye forsake him, he will 
forsake you.” There is no reference here 
to the question of the salvation of the 
soul. It is of deliverance in times of 
trial and testing that Azariah speaks. If 
we walk with God when all is fair and 
agreeable, we can count on his presence 
in the time of storm and stress. But if 
we become proud and self-sufficient and 
turn from reliance upon God to confi- 
dence in an arm of flesh, we will find 
ourselves left to our own profitless de- 
vices in the hour of need and pressure. 


Lesson Outlines 
OVERCOMING BY FAITH 


The foe (1 Pet. 5:8; Eph. 6:12) 

To be resisted by faith (1 Pet. 5:9) 

The armor of God (Eph. 6:11; Rom. 
13: 12) 

The shield of faith (Eph. 6:16) 

Victory by faith (1 John 5:4) 

Kingdoms subdued by faith (Heb. 11: 
33) 

Steadfast faith (Col. 2:5) 

A growing faith (2 Thess. 1:3) 

The fight of faith (1 Tim. 6:12) 

OBEDIENCE AND FAITH 

Faith and works joined (Jas. 2:17, 24) 

The service of faith (Phil. 2:17) 

Faith working by love (Gal. 5:6) 

Work of faith (1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1: 
11) 

Faith and a good conscience (1 Tim. 1: 
19) 

Obedience to the faith (Rom. 1:5) 

Obedience of faith (Rom. 16:26) 

Obedience better than sacrifice (1 Sam. 
15: 22) 

Obedience 
(Heb. 5:9) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we more zealous to destroy error 
than to walk in the truth?. Many are 
very strongly opposed to what is false 
who do not exhibit much evidence of 
love for what is true. 


It is a great thing when, instead of be- 
coming terrified or cast down because of 
difficult circumstances, we learn to put 
God between us and the things that 
threaten our peace. Have we learned 
thus to rely upon him? 


inseparable from faith 
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Asa refused to allow the claims of kin- 
dred to stand between him and faithful- 
ness to God, even removing his own 
grandmother from the place of author- 
ity when she persisted in idolatry. Are 
we permitting any earthly ties, however 
near and precious, to turn us aside from 
entire devotion to the will of God? 


Nothing tests a man like success. Asa’s 
great victory over the Ethiopians should 
have thrown him more entirely on God 
for the future, but on the next occasion 
he failed because he relied on the arm 
of flesh. Are we depending absolutely 
on God, or do we still count on over- 
coming the enemy by human expedients? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


It was God who gave rest to the land 
of Judah so that there was “no war in 
those years” while Asa was calling the 
people back to faith in Jehovah and 
obedience to his law. 


Asa began by a spiritual reformation, 
and this was followed by the strength- 
ening of the defenses of the nation. 


Unbelief would have trembled at the 
coming of Zerah and his host, but faith 
counted on the living God and so 
claimed the victory even before the 
armies clashed. ‘ 


God delights to show himself strong 
on behalf of those who put their trust 
in him and honor him by obeying his 
voice. 

Dr. Edersheim points out that the only 
time that the armies of Judah ever ven- 
tured to meet the armies of either Baby- 
lon or Egypt in the open field, and not 
behind fortifications, was on the occa- 
sion of Zerah’s invasion. 


Faith in the omnipotent arm of Jeho- 
vah proved a greater security than walls 
and fortifications could have done. 


If we did not know ourselves so well, 
we might be amazed that Asa, who had 
triumphed by faith over the Ethiopians, 
should have trembled before the chal- 
lenge of Baasha. 


The Syrians frightened away the 
armies of Baasha, but they wrought un- 
told havoc in Judah. 


It may seem to be the part of wis- 
dom to rely on worldly help, but it 
always proves to be a mistaken policy 
in the end. . 

CHICAGO. 

4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is the outstanding lesson in the 
life of Asa? ‘ 

2. What special warning is suggested by 
his life? 

3. How did Asa manifest his zeal for God 
at the start of his reign? 

4. What was the next important step? 


5. What do these things suggest to us as 
Christi. ns? 


6. What enemy was Judah suddenly called 
to face? 


7. How did Asa meet this emergency? 
8. What was the result? 


9. What warning did Azariah, the prophet, 
give to Asa? 


10. Did the king of Judah profit by this? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 469 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explainin 

the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by. the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


When Modern Idols Were Destroyed. 
—He took away the altars of the strange 
gods, . . . and brake down the images 
(2 Chron. 14:3). All reminiscences of 
early times in Korea include the de- 
stroying of fetishes. A few intimate 
friends helped the new Christians to 
bring out of the house all the offerings 
to the spirits and pile them upon the 
ground — articles of clothing; the spirit 
sorceress’ fantastic costumes; rolls of 
paper, dusty and fly-specked, one sheet 
of which had been added each year since 
the house was built, to propitiate the 
house-god; bits of cloth tied together 
and hung back of a rafter in time of 
serious illness; offerings to ceiling, thres- 
hold, ground site, and door-casing de- 
mons, often to as many as thirty-eight 
spirits. Neighbors reviling, angry, curi- 
ous, gather to see this unheard of sac- 
rilege, but become awed as-the scene 
moves on. A Christian lights a match; 
the offerings to the spirits go up in 
flames; singing is heard— “Break down 
every idol, cast down every foe,” and 
so on. A voice is heard in prayer, the 
demons tremble as do the new believers; 
when lo, a calm—a “peace not as the 
world giveth,” comes to the new be- 
lievers; news spreads afar that no harm 
came to the family when the fetishes 
were burned.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Surer Than Our Feelings—The Lord 
had given him rest (v. 6). When Major 
Whittle was holding evangelistic serv- 
ices in Ireland, a little Irish boy was 
saved, and through the boy’s invitation 
the mother also came to make her pro- 
fession of Christ. She could hardly be- 
lieve that through simple faith she could 
possess everlasting life. Major Whittle 
called attention to the word “hath” in 
John 5:24, showing her that everlasting 
life and peace of soul was a present pos- 
session. In her acceptance of this truth 
her feelings ran high, but the next 
morning they were gone. When her lit- 
tle boy saw the despair on her face, he 
inquired: “Mother, what’s the matter?” 
She replied, “Oh, Son, the feelin’s all 
gone.” The little fellow ran to get the 
Bible and opened it to John 5:24 and 
said, “Mother, the verse is still in the 
Book !"—From “I Believe,” by Howard 
W. Ferrin. Sent by the Rev. C. R. Find- 
ley, Wichita, Kans. 


An Atheist’s Experiences—We have 
sought the Lord our God, we have sought 
him, and he hath given us rest on every 
side (v. 7). An atheist, in black despair 
by reason of unemployment and debt, 


heard an open-air missionary in Hyde 
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Park speaking about the wages of sin Response, Reproduction—From Dr. W. 
and the gift of God. He could not shake UH. Griffith Thomas, in The Presbyterian. 
off the impression made, and at 2 A.M. Sent by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, 
in Trafalgar Square he cried to God for N. Y. 

salvation — and became a child of God. “ ” 

Next morning a letter was delivered to ian tek Oa rs “e pen ap yy 
him by hand, offering him a situation at (Golden Text). Several years ago a 


£3 10s a week, hours from 9 to 5. The bal : 
same week he accepted an offer of night minister in a town much resorted to for 


work with The Times. Shortly after he pce tg oat ae tex oe ° — cz 
was asked to lecture at Walthamstow The patiasif was é Ria. othe ae ng. 4 
Technical Institute eight hours a week sixty, and had bee pice ny on 
at 7s 6d an hour. Soon he was earning ¥ - mM 6 successtul banl- 


£13 10s a week, and three months later ness man in the metropolis. He had 


; ; been ordered to this health resort, but 
had paid off more than £100 of his debts, ‘ ‘ . 
and was a free man. This was seven as it proved, only to die there. The 


be minister soon saw it was no earnest de- 
years ago, and he has just made the , beck 
story public —in Hyde Park—From en sire for spiritual benefit that prompted 


account in The Master and the Multitude. the request. On the contrary, he felt 


: : there was little or no sense of the grav- 
M — 
peg an iss Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus ity of the case, and no sympathy with 


his own concern for the sufferer. He 
Parsing the Verb.—It is nothing with felt as if, on the part of the relatives at 
thee to help (v. 11). We want to learn least, there was almost suppressed ridi- 
afresh the old grammar lessen, which cule of his efforts to guide the dying 
we thought we had learned long ago, and man to the truth. 
perhaps have not until this week. It is Altogether the case was about as hope- 
the spiritual verb “To be,” “I am, Thou less a one as my friend had ever dealt 
art, He is.’ The Lord is speaking to with. Still he persevered. It occurred 
every one of us .. . and says, “I am.” to him, seeing the sufferer was a Scots- 
We can use it as a sort of blank cheque, man, to take advantage of a line in the 
and put at the end of it anything and metrical version of the Psalms used in 
everything we need. “I am.” And He Scotland to convey the saving truth he 
is looking, in response to that revela- was trying to state. 


tion, for our “Thou art.” Whenever He “There is a line in one of your Scot- 
says, “I am,” you and I must respond, _tish psalms,” said my friend, “that con- 
“Thou art.” Then we must go forth... tains in five words all I would tell you. 


and say to others, “He is.” Revelation, I do not know the psalm, or the rest of 








hen nothing whereon to lean remains, 
When strongholds crumble to dust; 
When nothing is sure but that God Still reigns, 
That is the time to trust. 
‘Tis better to walk by faith than sight 

In this path of yours and mine; 
And the pitch black night, 
When there's no outer light, 


Is the hour for faith to shine. 
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The cost of the above cartoon in bronze is $2; and of his drawing and alliterative outline to accom- 

pany Psalm 23, also in bronze, $2.50. The plaques may be obtained from the Bronze Art Shop, 
4705 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles. 
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the verse; but here are the words, and 
the whole Gospel is in them: 
“None perish that Him trust.” 


The invalid looked up from his pillow, 
and slowly repeated: 

“Tll shall the wicked slay: laid waste 
Shall he who hate the just; 

The Lord redeems His servants’ souls: 
None perish that Him trust.” 

“That is it,’ said my friend; “believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. None perish 
that Him trust. Where did you learn 
that psalm?” 

“My mother taught it to me when I 
was a boy. She used to go to Dr. Alex- 
ander’s church at Edinburgh.” Old rec- 


- ollections seemed awakened. He listened 


attentively to what more it was thought 
proper to add. He requested a repetition 
of the visit. From that hour there was 
a marked change, and an evident grow- 
ing interest as the way of salvation was 
explained. The last time my friend was 
sent for he went without delay, but it 
seemed too late for the dying man to 
receive aught from human lips. He was 
already far down the valley. As they 
gazed in silence they saw his lips mov- 
ing. My friend bent to catch the faint 
whispers that followed each other in 
slow succession; they were: © 
“None — perish — that — Him — trust.” 


The seed sown in her boy’s heart by a 
mother long, long years before had borne 
fruit unto eternal life—From “Moody’s 
Anecdotes.” Sent by Jennie E. Hussey, 
Concord, N. H. Prize illustration. 


Where to Look.—For we rest on thee 
(Golden Text). ‘Theodore Monod was 
once passing out from a meeting and 
heard a Christian say to an inquirer, 
“You must trust Jesus.” Quietly, then, 
he intervened and said, “You must trust 
Jesus.” The emphasis makes all the dif- 
ference. It is not that you fix your eye 
on your faith to see whether you have 
the right kind of faith; even a little 
faith will bring blessing to you. Yet it 
is not it; it is He—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


> 


ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the security that is in thy 
will for thy children. We thank thee that in 
a restless world we may rest upon thee and 
in quiet confidence go about our duties. 
Whether we hoid exalted positions or very 
humble places in life, may we realize the need 
for complete trust in thee. May our trust be 
active and work out in useful lives, day by 
day. May we, indeed, ‘depart from evil, and 
do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” We 
would not place our trust in untrustworthy 
means as we meet life’s issues, but may our 
trust be where it will not be disappointed 
when utterly dependent upon thee. We ask 
this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Trusting in the 
Lord is always the strongest resting 
place for every one of us who are be- 
lievers in him. The little sign that one 
sees in so many places nowadays — 
“Jesus Never Fails’ —has a great truth 
in its shining letters. In every hour of 
responsibility when we feel the burden 
of duty, and things look hard and puz- 
zling, there is no confidence like the 
confidence of faith in the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. King Asa trusted. In this was 
his strength. Did you notice in the 
Golden Text the phrase, “For we rest 
on thee”? That’s more than just think- 
ing about God and putting out our hand 
to reach for his help. It is counting 
altogether on God to meet our utmost 
need. He will not disappoint us. We 
never need be in doubt about who has 
charge of our affairs when in simple 
faith they are wholly turned over to 
our heavenly Father. Have you done 














that? Why not begin today? Let us 
pray. 
SEEKING AITHFULLY 
TRustING (ZOD Fly 
AM I? 
b-4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Bucolic Paragraph—And Asa did 
that which was right in the eyes of the 
LORD his God (2 Chron. 14:2). And 
so the ups and downs of the Hebrews 
began! As we skim over the Jewish 
history in these studies I want all you 
fellows and fellowesses please to notice 
just this: ; 

So long as the Jews held on to God, 
the nation was in the “Up-and-Up.” 
When the Jewish nation let go of God 
it was “Down-and-Out.” You will not 
fail to notice the “let go” was on the 
man side. God never lets go (John 10: 
28). 

If you have any doubt about this, look 
around you. The Jews have continued 
a nation, even to New York City, not- 
withstanding the fact that until re- 
cently they have had no land of their 
own (Psa. 137:4; Jas. 1:1). 

I have in my Iron Rose Class men 
who are the children of Germans, the 
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Irish, and the Norse, but I cannot pick 
them out if my life depended upon the 
picking. 

In my Rock Run Mission Sunday 
School I have children who are Russian, 
Polish, Hungarian, and Slavs, but they 
all look like old stock Americans. But 
downtown on the streets and in the 
schools we have no trouble in singling 
out the Jew. God has watched over and 
kept his “Chosen People” pure blooded 
as carefully as farmer A. P. Irwin of 
Chadds Ford watches over his fine herd 
of Jerseys. And as zealously as the 
Brubakers of Bird-in-Hand look after 
their great flock of lovely white ducks. 
The other day I came by the Brandy- 
wine meadow where the Irwin herd was 
grazing in peace and creating from the 
rich pasture the high grade milk from 
“contented cows.” 

Suppose these fine cows should jump 
the fences and run wild over the Chadds 
Ford hills, in spite of their lord and pro- 
tector, Andrew Irwin, what would hap- 
pen? 

Well, that is what both Judah and Is- 
rael did when they broke away from 
God. And it happened. It was Asa who 
held his people up to “the eyes of the 
LORD his God.” 


Men of the Asa Kind.—So they built 
and prospered (v. 7). “Built.” ‘“Pros- 
pered.” Two words which can well be, 
in a sense, synonyms. Perhaps you 
would like it better if I should say “two 
words that are pals,” — “chums” — “bud- 
dies” — “twins.” 

When a business prospers it keeps 
adding factory and building to factory 
and building. This evidence is spread 
all over our land in small town and big 
city. When the city prospers there come 
rows of houses and the city spreads it- 
self. When a nation prospers it does 
so to the rhythmic pat-pat-pat of the 
air rivetter and the rattle and whir of 
the hoisting machinery, and the merry 
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knock, knock, knock of the carpenter’s 
hammer. 

All of this only happens when we 
have the Asa kind of leadership in the 
business, in the town, and in the admin- 
istration (Job 36:11; 3 John 2). 

The older readers in this Corner will 
remember that year in and year out, for 
1,684 weeks (32 years) I have been 
throwing out fhe challenge: “Name me, 
if you can, a single large spreading, suc- 
cessful, continuing business that has 
been founded and brought along by a 
man who was an atheist or near athe- 
ist.” I do not know a single big busi- 
ness but some “Asa” was responsible 
for it. And I have been searching for 
years to find the exception to prove the 
rule. 

Take the great railroad systems, for 
example, which have been and are now 
prospering. The Pennsylvania, the Bal- 
timore and Ohio, the Union Pacific, the 
Southern Company. All in the hands of 
“Asa” kind of men. I could name more. 

Take the great mercantile establish- 
ments that have grown from small be- 
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ginnings: John Wanamaker; Marshall 
Field & Company; Montgomery, Ward 
Company; Sears Roebuck Company, and 
many more that can be named. All 
done by the “Asas” of merchandising. 

Take the great industries: U. S. Steel; 
General Motors; Ford Company; Ameri- 
can Tel. & Tel. Company, etc. Judge 
Gary, President Sloan, Mr. Henry Ford, 
Mr. Walter S. Gifford, and all the rest 
I could have named are men of the “Asa” 
kind. 


The Great “Go”-ing Name.—Help us, 
O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go (v. 11). Read 
this all over again in caps. HELP US, 
O LORD OUR GOD; FOR WE REST 
ON THEE, AND IN THY NAME WE GO. 
Now what finer prayer can you put up 
than just that? 

Just three phrases: OUR HELP. OUR 
REST. OUR GO. A fellow’s “GO” is 
his daily life. It is often said of an 
energetic youngster, “He’ll make good, 
for he has a lot of get-up-and-go.” And 
of another type of youngster it is said, 
“He needs something to put some get-up- 
and-go in him.” 

Here comes in a very striking fact in 
this connection. When the LORD’S 
name is the power that is back of the 
“Go” that GO-ing is apt to be both sure 
and effective. 

There is a section of this Book we 
study, which like the Boulder Dam, 
fairly roars with the power to make 
life a “Go.” It was collected and written 
by a man to whom God gave special 
wisdom and who when he wrote seems 
to have digested the smart sayings of 
his day. That book is called “Proverbs” 
(Prov. 2:11; 3:23; 1 Pet. 5:8). 

There is no use praying to “The LORD 
our God” for help in our Go-ing if we 
do not go in that “Name.” You would 
not think of asking for help of your 
Uncle Sam if you were doing your Go- 
ing in the name of some atheistic Direc- 
tor, would you? 

God has made the successful life so 
easy (and I am not considering material 
success, because some of the world’s 
worst failures have been its richest) to 
acquire that the Devil has to hump 
himself to devise ways to break the 
handhold. 

Oh, yes, I know, — don’t I know after 
32 years in this Corner! But you may 
remember what “The Fool” (the min- 
ister who undertook to live as he thought 
his Master would have him, and wound 
up in charge of a city Rescue Mission) 
said to the little cripple girl to whom 
he had read of the woman whose faith 
cured her infirmity. “Would the Lord 
Jesus cure me if I had enough faith?” 
asked the little cripple girl. 

“Whether he would cure you or not 
I do not know,” replied the Fool. “But 
if he does not cure you he will give 
you the grace and power to bear your 
infirmity and be one of the happiest lit- 
tle girls in all the world.” 

That is what a “Life of Trust,” the title 
of this lesson, means. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Smashing Idols. 

Discussion: ‘What are the idols of this 
modern age that are claiming and re- 
ceiving the homage of those who should 
be God’s faithful servants? 

Objective: Philippians 3:8. 











AY, fellows, in King Asa today we 

have a record of the first idol smasher 
since the days of the judges, when about 
300 years back, Gideon had the spiritual 
insight and the moral courage to break 
down the altar which his father had 
erected to Baal and then to go out and 
win an amazing victory over the armies 
of the Midianites and the Amalekites, 
who were like grasshoppers for multi- 
tude and whose camels, their war horses, 
were numberless as the sands of the sea- 
shore (Judges 6 and 7). 

King Asa broke down and destroyed 
the idols his father King Abijah had 
erected, and this was a deliberate going 
against the popular practice of his peo- 
ple. Strange, but it takes greater moral 
courage in a king to do a thing like that 
than it requires of an ordinary mortal. 
A king has more of prestige at stake, and 
at the same time he has certain inde- 
pendence of action, which tends to de- 
ceive him into thinking he can do as he 
pleases. King Asa was not motivated 
by his pleasure, but by what he con- 
ceived to be his duty and responsibility 
to God. 

He ordered those idols to be smashed 
—and smashed they were. 

Every fellow is a king. There is a 
certain realm in his thought life where 
he is supreme. His actions may be re- 
strained by his parents or by some other 
authority he cannot successfully resist, 
or by circumstances; but he can think 
as he pleases. It is in that realm that 
he entertains his idols. There he sets 
them up and maintains them. There he 
worships them. There may be images in 
his thought life that he would be very 
much ashamed to have exposed; yet in 
secret he worships them. Sooner or 
later, as he grows older and acquires in- 
dependence of action he will with 
shamelessness maintain and worship 
them openly. It is the Devil’s plan thus 
to wreck a life; and in multitudes of 
lives the Devil succeeds. Satan is a 
great big fraud. He beguiles his vic- 
tims by suggestions of “personal lib- 
erty” to set up idols that are opposed 
to a Christian life. Cheat and swindler 
as he is, he puts enough of temporary 
“pood” or “satisfactions” into the bargain 
to deceive the unwary, and it is only 
after habits are fixed that the true char- 
acter of the idol is exposed and the poor 
victim realizes he has been cheated. 

“At earth’s great market, where joy 
is trafficked in,” says Seeger, “buy while 
thy purse swells with golden youth!” 
It is not good advice. Earth’s “great 
market” offers only the idols that will 
afford temporary pleasure. They do not 
satisfy, but it takes the priceless con- 


‘tents of “youth’s golden purse” to pur- 


chase them, and when that purse is de- 
flated it can never be filled again. In- 
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dians brought valuable furs down the 
Hudson, trapped in the North woods at 
great hazard and almost unbelievable 
hardship, and sold them to the early 
English settlers and traders for rum. The 
costly furs went across the Atlantic to 
adorn the shoulders of nobility, while 
the rum inflamed, then weakened and 
wrecked the poor Indian. Seems a very 
foolish exchange, doesn’t it, fellows? 
Yes, and you with all your civilization 
and education and enlightenment may 
do even a more foolish thing with that 
“golden purse” unless you give up your 
idols and smash them. 

Jesus Christ is the only One who is 


- worthy of your priceless best. 


Du Bois, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 465) 
1. That God always honors faith when 
coupled with obedience. 


2. The danger of relying on past experi- 
ences and thus failing to go on in depend- 
ence on God. 


3. By seeking to abolish idolatry. 


4. Repairing the defences of the kingdom 
and building up its cities. 

5. The importance of turning from all evil 
and strengthening what is of God. 


6. A host of over a Million Ethiopians un- 
der Zerah. 


7. In simple confidence in God, on whom 
he counted for deliverance. 


8. A great victory for Judah. 


9. He warned against the danger of for- 
getting God and trusting in man. 


10. He did not. Evidently, his victory had 
made him self-sufficient and his life closed 
in failure. 


yg 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Asa is the man to go into the picture 
gallery this morning. 











AM so glad that today we have to 

study a man who was Willing to 
serve the Lord. Asa was the son of 
Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, whom 
we had for our king last Sunday. Reho- 
boam was not a strong king, for we 
remember his foolish dealing with the 
people, but later he obeyed God, and 
served him. And Abijah served God 
and won victory in battle with Jero- 
boam, because he trusted in God. Now 
we come to Asa, his son, and he is one 
of the very good kings of Judah. 

One of the first things Asa did was 
to take away all the altars to heathen 
gods that had been built by Solomon 
and others, and had been left there by 
Rehoboam and Abijah. He just tore 
them down, and cut down the groves 
where they had been, and commanded 
Israel to turn to the Lord. Asa went 
out to battle, and God gave him the 
victory over his enemies. 

But one day a man came to Asa and 
told him that for a long time Israel had 
been without a priest to teach them, and 
without the law. And Asa was stirred 
up about it, and began to clean out all 
the idols that people were worshiping. 
He had already torn down the altars, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


but people still had little idols in their 
homes. He destroyed these. He even 
removed his own grandmother from be- 
ing queen because she had made an idol 
in a grove. Asa cut down her idol and 
stamped on it and burned it. . 

Asa really meant business. He com- 
manded all the people to seek the Lord, 
and that whosoever would not seek the 
Lord should be put to death, whether 
small or great, or man or woman. And 
they found the Lord, and he gave them 
rest and peace. 

Near the last of his long reign, Asa 
forgot to put his trust in God, and made 
a bargain with the king of Syria, and 
God rebuked him for it. He died with a 
disease in his feet, and the Bible speaks 
as though God would have healed him, 
but he had put all his faith'in his phys- 
icians. 

We find that kings are very much like 
the rest of us, even good kings, they 
make mistakes and fail just as we do, 
so often. Asa is one of the good kings, 
in spite of his mistakes. His heart was 
right with God, and he turned the peo- 
ple back to the Lord, even many from 
the tribes of Israel coming back to Judah 
when they heard that the Lord was be- 
ing served there. 

We should learn a lesson of trust from 
Asa. We have a good Memory Verse, 
“Trust in the Lord, and do good” (Psa. 
37:3). Did you know that the only way 
you can do any good is to trust in God? 
People talk about how much good they 
have done — people who do not believe 


in the Lord Jesus Christ. They cannot — 


and you cannot do one thing yourself 
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to please God, except to believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ and accept him. Then 

God’s Holy Spirit comes into your heart, 

and by faith in God you can do good. 

Just as God gave Asa power to serve 

him, so he will give it to you. 
MopeEsTo, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to a practical 
experience of trust in God. 
Activity.—This acrostic might be used 
in connection with Asa’s prayer (2 Chron. 
14:11): 
Think of God (Psa. 1:1, 2). 
Rest upon his promises (1 Pet. 5:7). 
Undertake every service in his name 
(Phil. 4:13). ‘ 
Surrender self to God (Judges 5:2). 
Thank God for victory (1 Cor. 15:57). 
Memory Verse.—‘‘Depart from evil, and 
do good; seek peace, and pursue it’’ (Psa. 
34:14). 











“6 OW are you this morning?” asked a 

patron of the service station at- 
tendant who was filling his automobile 
with gasoline. 

“Fine,” beamed the attendant. “Four 
people were converted in our revival 
meeting last night.” 

King Asa of our lesson must have had 
many such thrills as he went up and 
down throughout Judah supervising the 
removal of altars to strange gods erected 
by his ancestors, and seeing his people 
return to the real God, Jehovah, once 
more. Five great revivals are mentioned 
in Second Chronicles, and Asa’s is the 
first. Others were under the leadership 
of: Jehoshaphat (chaps. 17 to 20); Joash 
(chaps. 23, 24); Hezekiah (chaps. 29 to 
31); Josiah (chaps. 34, 35). In addition 
to King Asa, we shall study two other 
revival leaders this quarter: Jehosha- 
phat and Hezekiah. 

We just noted that King Asa com- 
menced his reformation by preparing 
for a change in the hearts of his sub- 
jects. Inner enemies, Satan and Self, 
had to be routed before any outward 
changes could become effective. But Asa 
did not stop with the spiritual welfare 
of his people. Judah must also be pro- 
tected against outer enemies. “Let us 
build these cities, and make about them 
walls . .. while the land is yet before 
us,” he said. That was a good time to 
do it. “So they built and prospered.” 
Why did they prosper? “Because we 
have sought the Lord our God,” ex- 
plained Asa. See Ephesians 6:11, 12. 

Revivals and reformations must work 
from the same direction today, from the 
inside out. We who are teaching need 
to remember this in our dealings with 
youth. Why do so many young people 
and adults leave the church? Their 
hearts have never been turned to the 
living God. Ruth expressed this need 
when she said, “I could have gone to 
church all my life and it would have 
done no good if something had not hap- 
pened on the inside.” Because Christ 
became real in Ruth’s life, the Lord’s 
house and the Lord’s service became in- 
teresting to her. 

Because King Asa trusted in the Lord 
for his everyday, peace-time needs, he 
could know from experience that God 
was also sufficient for each great emer- 
gency. When an army about twice the 
size of his own stood face to face with 
his warriors in the valley of Zephathah 
at Mareshah he knew that he could pray 
to a prayer-answering God, and he was 
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unafraid. No idols were blocking his 
fellowship ‘with the heavenly Father. 
No wasted opportunities were catching 
Asa unprepared. 

Asa’s prayer (v. 11) would make an 
excellent pattern for our own prayers. 
(See Activity.) First, the king of Judah 
recognized the King of kings as his Lord. 
He recognized God’s omnipotence (Rom. 
8:31). Asa next was conscious of his 
own helplessness. “Help us,” he cried to 
the only One who had power to help 
(John 15:5); “for we rest on thee.” There 
is no restlessness when one is at rest. 
We who are Christ’s can rest completely 
upon the redemption provided at Cal- 
vary, and upon the intercession of our 
risen Lord (Heb. 4:10-16). 

“In thy name we go,” Asa continued. 
Louise was attending a Bible conference 
when the Lord spoke very definitely to 
her heart. “Go back to the people of 
your community and your church and 
tell them what I have done for you,” he 
said. ; 

“Oh, but I can’t do that,” Louise 
argued. “Those people kiiow me too 
well. What would they think of me?” 

“I know you cannot do it alone, but 
‘my grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made. perfect in weakness.’ ” 

“But, Lord, I’ll do anything else ex- 
cept to witness to my neighbors,” in- 
sisted Louise. 

‘TIT am not asking for anything else 
just now. Aren’t you willing to do the 
one thing I ask?” 

After an intense struggle with a stub- 
born will, Louise yielded, taking as her 
motto Philippians 3:13, 14: “This one 
thing I do,” and as her comfort, verse 
15: “God shall reveal even this unto 
you.” 

Louise had not seen God with a physi- 
cal eye; nor had she listened with a 
physical ear. It was a _ heart-contact 
which she had made. As she returned 
to her neighbors in the power of a vic- 
torious Christ, and prayed, testified, and 
went willingly to work for her Lord as 
opportunities came, she found that his 
grace truly was sufficient. 

So it was with Asa. “The Lord smote 
the Ethiopians before Asa, and before 
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled.” 

Never, though, can we “let down” 
when once we have received victory 
from the Lord. Chapter 16 shows the 
humanness of Asa. Through God he was 
victorious, but apart from God, King 
Asa was just an ordinary monarch. At 
one time he “relied on the king of Syria, 


‘and not ...on the Lord” (v. 7). An- 


other time, “in his disease he sought not 
to the Lord, but to the physicians” (v. 
12). Yet, before we close our study of 
this king, let us go back to 2 Chronicles 
15, a conqueror’s chapter, where the Holy 
Spirit led the author to report: “The 
heart of Asa was perfect all his days” 
(v.17). “The Lord looketh on the heart” 
(1 Sam. 16:7). 

King Asa’s picture might go on our 
“Causes for Success” poster beside the 
heading, “Trust.” Next week we shall 
study King Jehoshaphat who made obe- 
dience his aim; Get acquainted with 
him during the week through 2 Chron- 
icles 17 to 20, and memorize Isaiah 40:8. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 30. The Beauty of the Commonplace. 
Matt. 6:26-30; Psa. 147:7-9. 


Sunday, July 23 


Good Times in the Home 
(Prov. 22:6; Deut. 4:9, 10; Psa. 101:2) 





Mon.—A sinful ‘“‘good time” (Dan. 5:1-4). 

Tues.—Life in the house of wisdom 
(Prov. 9:1-6). 

Wed.—A happy, godly family (Job 1:1- 
5) 


Thurs.—Blessing of a godly mother 
(Prov. 31:10-31). 

Fri.—Just cause for merriment (Luke 15: 
25-32). 

Sat.—A home made happy (Luke 19:1-9). 











HE story is told of a family, each 

member of which was planning to 
spend the evening away from home. 
Father was headed for his club, where 
a noted explorer was to lecture. The 
young man of the house was headed for - 
a hockey game. The daughter dashed 
in for supper, with the news that she 
was spending the evening at a party at 
the home of a girl friend. Even the 
youngster of the family had been in- 
vited out. 

But a severe blizzard interfered with 
one plan after another until the entire 
group found themselves “marooned” at 
home. And then, to every one’s amaze- 
ment, each discovered how interesting 
and entertaining the others were, with 
the result that, before the evening closed, 
each had realized that an infinitely bet- 
ter time had been had at home than had 
been expected elsewhere. 

9e 

Perhaps experiences of this sort could 
be duplicated in more homes. than we 
think. For one reason or another, home, 
in the day in which we live, is con- 
sidered by many young people as merely 
a place in which to eat and sleep, and 
perhaps do a little studying. To expect 
to find recreation and good times at 
home is for many almost unheard of. 
It has become so easy to get to a swim- 
ming pool, or to a basket ball game, 
or to take the car for a ride, or to run 
down to the shore, that home is often 
the last place thought of when planning 
a good time. Yet is this exactly fair to 
others in the home who must remain to 
keep things going and perhaps look after 
younger members of the family? Do not 
Mother and Father deserve their share 
of good times? (Exod. 20:12.) 

However, aside from the element of 
selfishness, there are other reasons why 
Christians especially should look upon 
their homes as the center of recreation 
and good times. God has designed the 
home as a place where young people 
can be trained and nurtured and shel- 
tered until such time as they are ready 
to establish homes of their own (Deut. 
6:7; Eph. 6:1-3). The home, with un- 
derstanding and God-fearing parents, 
should be a protection against unwise 
or questionable actions and aetiVities. 




















Lesson for July 23 


It should safeguard young people against 
the wrong kind of companions. Is it 
any wonder, then, that when the home 
fails to provide a loving, understanding 
Christian atmosphere in which young 
people can enjoy themselves, even 
Christian young people sometimes get 
into associations that are harmful and 
undesirable? 
ve 


But young people, too, must contrib- 
ute their share, if there are to be good 
times in the home. There is a sense 
of independence that young people like 
to feel in getting away from the ties 
of loved ones in the home and doing 
just as they please. The prodigal son, 
you will remember, tasted just such in- 
dependence but he found that it. was 
ashes (Luke 15). 

We will find that the joys that are 
lasting and worth while will be found 
among those who love us and who love 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. At 
first it may not seem as though there 
is quite as much “thrill” or “kick” in 
the good times at home. But we will 
find that they will leave no regret and 
will have no sting, if we will but trust 
our heavenly Father and follow his plan 
for us. 
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There are many delightful and enter- 
taining games that can be indulged in 
in the home. Suggestions for these will 
be found in such volumes as: “Phun- 
ology,” by E. O. Harbin (Cokesbury 
Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.50); “Handy Book of Recreation,” by 
L. Rohrbough (Church Recreation So- 
ciety, 510 Wellington Ave. Chicago, 
$2.50); “Games for Quiet Hours and 
Small Spaces” (National Recreation As- 
sociation, 315 Fourth Ave., New York 
City, 50 cts.). It is an excellent invest- 
ment to begin building a library of 
games, both quiet and hilarious. 

In these days of excellent radios and 
phonographs, it is possible to enjoy good 
music in the home, even when members 
of the family cannot play themselves. 
But many families have begun, in a sim- 
ple way to enjoy music together by 
learning to play various musical instru- 
ments. 

And why not an occasional evening 
of good literature, with one or another 
of the family reading aloud? The keen- 
est enjoyment of any good book comes 
not in the reading of it to one’s self, 
but in sharing it with others. 

Then there is a whole galaxy of hob- 
bies that can be enjoyed in the home. 
Many require very simple equipment, 
others no equipment at all. 

se 

But central in the good times of any 
Christian home must be the family altar. 
Only as the family gathers regularly 
for a time of fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus can there be the truest and best 
fellowship with one another in the home 
(Psa. 16:11). Only as each individual 
learns to go to the Word of God for 
light and direction can he or she know 
the best course to follow in the many 
involved and complicated situations that 
arise in most homes. 

If you do not have a daily time for 
family prayers and for the reading of 
the, Scripjture in your home, here is the 
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very best place to begin to provide for 
good times. It will mean a little sacri- 
fice and rearrangement of time perhaps, 
and some members of the family may 
be a little skeptical at first, but why not 
give God a chance to unite the members 
of your family by this bond that will 
make all other good times in the home 
more worthwhile and more enjoyable? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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When the. Milkman Spoke 
to a Stranger 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


WAY up in Northern Michigan where 

winter comes early and stays a long 
time, there lived a happy milkman. One 
morning in the month when the maple 
trees in the North woods were wearing 
leaves of red and yellow, the milkman 
drove to town before the sun or the 
chickadees were up. 

But he whistled and sang as he drove 
through the dark forest with bottles of 
milk in his truck: and it was nothing 
to him that Jack Frost nipped his nose 
and told him that winter was just around 
the corner. 

On drove the happy milkman, thinking 
about his children and their pretty mother 
at home, and about Santa Claus, and think- 
ing all sorts of cheerful thoughts, when 
morning light came softly through the 
trees. Then up came the sun. At the 
edge of the clearing near the town the 
chickadees began to sing. 

Up one street and down another went 
the milkman. He gathered empty bottles, 
and he left a bottle of milk or a bottle 
of cream on the doorsteps of nearly all 
the houses in town. It was a small town. 

Soon the milkman was starting toward 
home singing joyously, when he saw a 
stranger standing on a corner not far 
from the post office. He stopped his 
truck and forgot to sing. “I never saw 
him before,” said the milkman to him- 
self. Aloud he called, 

“Good morning, Stranger !” 

The stranger didn’t so much as turn 
his head. There he stood on the corner 
with his back turned to the milkman. 
He was tall and strong looking, and his 
back was broad. 

“Good morning,” repeated the milk- 





man. “I wonder if I ever saw you be- 
fore.” ~ 
No answer. 


“Lost your way?” inquired the milk- 
man, politely. 

No answer. 

“Have you friends in town?” 

No answer. 

Then the milkman noticed that the 
stranger was wearing a thick fur coat. 
So he called cheerfully, 

“What are you wearing that fur coat 
for at this time of year, Stranger? It 
isn’t winter yet!” 

The stranger didn’t stir. 

“Are you deaf!” then called the milk- 
man. His tones that time were not po- 
lite. : 

The stranger was not deaf, and he had 
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listened to about all the talk he cared to 
hear. 

Before the milkman could ask another 
question the stranger dropped on his 
four feet and walked slowly away toward 
the woods. He was a huge BEAR! He 
had been standing on his hind legs look- 
ing at the houses. 

“Good-by !” whispered the milkman. 
He started his truck Ch-ch-ch-chug- 
chug — and away down the road toward 
home he went, with the empty milk bot- 
tles rattling —rattle-rattle-rattle! He 
was driving fast. 

And thus, for us, endeth a true story, 
for it happens that we do not know what 
the milkman told his family when he ar- 
rived safely at home, nor what the old 
bear said to his folks away back in the 
North woods of Michigan that day be- 
fore the first snowstorm. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 





{ With the New Books 


St. John—The Beginner’s_ Bible. 
(Compiled by and to be had from Earl 
J. Edwards, 558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles, 
Calif., vest pocket size, and decorative 
paper cover, 10 cents.) The Gospel of 
John, Authorized Version, is given in 
full, with prominent salvation verses 
heavily underlined, the chapters sub- 
divided by explanatory headings, and 
many footnotes. There are pages of 
hints and helps for soul-winners, with 
“Lessons for the Lost” and “Excuses Ex- 
ploded.” There are outlines and aids for 
personal Bible study and for giving de- 
votional messages. There are challenges 
to the believer as well as to the unbe- 
liever. In the back of the booklet are 
included a number of hymns and 
choruses, some with the music. Plans 
are given for organizing a “Christian 
Workers’ Club” or for leading in the 
“Chapter Conquest Method of Bible 
Study.” Much valuable material for 
service or for devotional is packed into 
this small booklet. 


All the Days. By Clark J. Forcey, 
Th.D. (Zondervan Publishing. House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) When Cath- 
erine Booth lay dying with cancer of 
the throat, she was asked what hymn 
she would like to hear sung. Unable to 
speak, the saintly warrior wrote on her 
slate, “My Jesus, I love Thee; I know 
Thou art mine.” Her practice of the 
Presence of God in days gone by had 
made him real to her now in the hour 
of desperate pain and need. 

And it is just such books as Dr. 
Forcey’s which start one anew on this 
sort of “practicing.” Beginning with 
the glorious text from which the book 
takes its title, these eighteen homilies 
of comfort offer, as dé the pillow-prom- 
ises that have begotten them, actual re- 
freshment and renewal to the routine- 
weary worker, the pain-racked sufferer, 
the weak and discouraged, the lonely 
and bereaved. Nor are they mere sweet 
sounding essays, but lessons drawn from 
the author’s own experience in life’s 
hard school, — from times when genuine 
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soul rest has come as a result of the 
knowledge of the indwelling Presence. 


The Victorious or Spirit-Filled Life. 
By J. Irvin Overholtzer. (Child Evan- 
gelism Fellowship, 203 N. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, 35 cents.) Twenty-four lessons, 
amply supported by Scripture quota- 
tions and references, are included in this 
40-page booklet by the one who has been 
signally blessed of God in promoting 

OCEAN BLOCK. 
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11 SEAVIEW AVE, incals.” Rates $18 19 $25 
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FILMS DEVELOPED 


The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 pro- 
fessional enlargements, one tinted en- 
largement, or eight reprints for 25c coin, 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 

















IN SOULS THIS SUMMER 


Use Gospel Tracts 
Make your vacation — _ Christ. Distribute 
these vita tion wherever 
crowds gather: Bible conferences, World Fairs, 
Games, Parades, ‘l'railer Camps. 
Start now. Send 25c for large sample package. 


FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept.T, Muskegon Heights, Michigan 


Are YOU This Person? 


Christian man (or woman); age, 18-60 (say); living in 
city or town; free all or part ‘of day; ood hea th; mission- 
ary in spirit; eager to promote the Gospel in own or near- 
by community; needing fair financial remuneration. 


Ig So, We Need YOU! 


Ask (without obligation) for particulars about “‘ colpor- 
tage”’ work. Please mention this paper. 
BIBLE STS CO SOST AGE ASS'N 
N. Wells, Chicago, Ill. 
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Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
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soul-winning among children. Mr. Over- 
holtzer believes Christians should ex- 
perience victory over sin, triumph over 
suffering and trials, and power in serv- 
ice. He lays the right foundation in 
the doctrine of justification by faith, 
warns against counterfeits, and clearly 
presents the varied aspects of the vic- 
torious life. Each lesson ends with quo- 
tations from Dr. Charles G. Trumbull’s 
writings. The lessons are not too long, 
and they are well arranged under num- 
bered points. The booklet will repay 
personal reading and study, and makes a 
valuable textbook for a series of studies 
in Bible classes, Wednesday night prayer 
meetings, and as a guide to teachers of 
children. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 17 to 23 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 14:2-7. A Life of Trust. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have sought 
the Lord our God ... and he hath given 
us rest on every side.” The Lord only 
maketh us to dwell in safety. He lead- 
eth his people on safely, and they fear 
no evil. Asa’s dependence upon God was 
full and practical. He honored God by 
looking to him, and God made his ene-* 
mies to be at peace with him. “Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in thee” (Psa. 
84:12). Pray for our President. 
Tues.—2 Chronicles 14:8-12. 

Relying on God in Peril. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In thy name we 
go against this multitude.” When men 
rise up against us let our hearts not be 
afraid. God is greater than our Satan- 
inspired foes. He will be to the trust- 
ing soul as a wall of fire, and also glory 
in the midst. Prayer, the divinely ap- 
pointed means of obtaining the fulfill- 
ment of the promises, is always at hand. 
Victory is for every one that trusts in 
the name of the Lord. Pray for all 
governors. 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 16:7-9. A Misplaced Trust. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast done 
foolishly: therefore from henceforth 
thou shalt have wars.” Walk in wisdom 
and you will have peace. Folly and 
sorrow go hand in hand. Not all prom- 
ising roads go all the way to your des- 
tination. Rough ones are often the best 
highways to peace and joy. Good king 
Asa misplaced his trust. The penalty 
was severe. Most of our sorrows are 
due to leaning on the arm of flesh. Pray 
for all mayors. 
Thurs.—John 9:35-38 
Trusting Christ for Salvation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Dost thou be- 
lieve on the Son of God?” Put it down 
once and for all that there is no self- 
salvation. Eternal sin cannot be atoned 
for by transient man, with temporary 
values. Only an eternal redemption, 
paid for in eternal values, by an eternal 
being, in ways that honor God, satisfy 
justice, and conscience eternally, will do 
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for you and me. The eternal Son of 
God has redeemed us, not with corrupti- 
ble things. If salvation cannot be “by 
works” it must be received in grace by 
faith. ‘Dost thou believe on the Son of 
God?” Pray for all judges. 
Fri.—Mark 9:20-27. A Father’s Trust. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief.” Weak faith 
renders the benefits of Christ ineffectual. 
Lack of dependence upon Christ is a sin 
to be confessed, and prayed against. The 
unalterable law stands: “Without faith 
it is impossible to please him.” All wav- 
ering souls need to pray, “Help thou 
mine unbelief.” Pray for all legislators. 


Sat.—1 John 5:1-5. 
Trusting Christ for Victory. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “The victory that 
overcometh the world.” Christ who is 
our redemption is also our victory. He 
“always causeth us to triumph.” “I can 
do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). Fewer 
saints would be resting if only they were 
trusting. Trust him forever, and for all. 


- Pray for all Christian educators. 


Sun.—Psalm 62:5-8. God Our Refuge. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My rock... my 
defence.” Rocks form a part of the natu- 
ral defense of some countries. They are 
a place of refuge against sudden attacks 
of the enemy. God is the refuge of 
saints. “The almighty shall be thy de- 
fence” (Job 22:25). What a comfort 
divine strength is in trouble. Trust in 
the Lord. Be not afraid. Pray for all 
public officials. 
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